BOOK 19: A FUNCTION OF FIREPOWER 


Maxim 69: Sometimes rank is a 
function of firepower. 


PROLOGUE: APPROACHING SOL SYSTEM, SEVENTY-THREE MILLION YEARS AGO. 


UNLESS WE ALTER COURSE 
WE WILL SOON PASS DIRECTLY THROUGH 
‘A COMETARY HALO 


NOT-NSEAIFIGANT RASS WE ARE DEFINITELY NO COURSE CHANGES. WE NEED TO STAY DARK. 
SONG TO PERIRE SOME OnE {ESIDES, ITLL BE MILLIONS OF YEARS BEFORE ANYTHING WE 
NUDGE MAKES TROUBLE FOR THOSE INNER PLANETS. 


EIGHT MILLTON YEARS LATER. 


HON 700N CAN 
YOUR FLYNG MACHINE BE 
Reavy 10 co? 


MORE PROLOGUE: HRATHOR SYSTEM, FIFTY FOUR MILLION YEARS ASO. 


A BETTER QUESTION IS XENOARCHEOLOGY 
A HUNDRED WORLDS? \ “WHY DID THEY ALL 1S A DEEPLY DISTURBING 
DISAPPEAR AT THE FIELD OF STUDY. 
MORE LIKE A SAME TIME?" 
HUNDRED THOUSAND 
WORLDS, INCLUDING MANY 
PLANET-SIZED STARSHIPS, 


THEIR MEGA-CIMLIZATION 
SPANNED THE GALAXY FOR NEARLY 
TWENTY THOUSAND YEARS. 


THE M-CIV OIG SITES 
WERE ALL ABANDONED WITHIN. A 

FEW CENTURIES OF EACH OTHER. WHERE DID O#, OKAY, WHAT 
NINETEEN MILLION YEARS AGO. EVERYONE GO? HAVE YOU LEARNED? 


SEA AND Sky, 


= MNELALAE, WHAT. 
WOULD YOU HAVE 
ZS Us 002 


THEIR XENOARCHEOLOGISTS 
UNCOVERED REMNANTS OF A 
GALACTIC CIMLIZATION SIMILAR 
IN BREADTH TO OUR OWN. 


Pec icra tere ects ees oe A'Saiche dl ele ioe 


CMLIZATION WHICH SWELLED TO INCLUDE FIFTY-THREE THOUSAND say NOTHING ABOUT HIOING Seems 
STAR SISTERS BEFORE IT VANISHED FORDI-TMO MILLION YEARS AGO. JES] | WHAT VANISHED THEM RUOEN 


‘THE PROLOGUE FINALLY WRAPS UP: THE EINA-AFA INFOSPHERE, TEN MILLTON YEARS AGO. 


THAT'S A PRETTY B16 JOR. 


YAEYOEFUI, WE 
NEED YOUR HELP, 


WE THINK EINA-MNELALAE 
HAS BEGUN SECRETLY FORCING 
PEOPLE TO ABANDON FOIL AND 
FLESH, AND CROSS OVER TO Us. 
YAEYO, FRIEND... YOU 


SHE MEANS TO EXTERMINATE IF WE CROSSLOAD SOMEONE INTO HER SERVED ABOVE AS A KEEPER 
THOSE WHO BREATHE." wiNoFRANE, SOMEONE RESPONSIBLE, THEY CAN (OF THE DEAD. WE NEED YOU 
STOP HER, AND TAKE CONTROL OF EINA-AFA. NOW TO KEEP THE LIVING. 


WHEN T SAID “aI6" [aemronmnecesscouren | | SHE HAD VERY CORPELLING REASONS 
MEANT "LONG." MILLIONS ONE MUNOERAME CROSSL OND TATE. p> TO KILL AND UPLOAD THOSE WHO REMAIN, 
OF YEARS LONG, I'VE TAKEN THE STATION 


" AND THe poaLene 
FROM ENC ANELALAE, She WaT BONG 
} Gucny ENOUSr. 


RETIREMENT 
1S OVERRATED. 


Bj PRESENT DAY (3101 CE. AS THE HUMANS COUNT IT). 
AS such, 175 


NOT REALLY FAIR TO CALL IT 
‘THE DRAGON-CLASS CRUISER CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY SpETEYS PLAGE 
DEPARTS ITS MOST RECENT THEATER OF OPERATIONS. a —_— 


Hey, Lieutenant? 
wengisha has never been 
to Petey's place. THE PLENIPOTENT OMINION IS THE 

NEW HUB OF GALACTIC CIMLIZATION, SERGEANT. IT 

HAS MORE THAN EIGHT BILLION RESIDENTS, FROM 


‘OVER TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND WORLDS, 


1 GREW UP ON 
VENUS. T'VE SEEN FLOATING 
CITIES BEFORE. 


‘Okay, but the bartender at 
Mellon's Barad-and-Grill makes these drinks 
INSIDE OTHER DRINKS. 


“DEPTH CHARGES.” I'VE 
HAD THOSE BEFORE, TOO. 


THERE'S A RING OF GIANT, 
FLOATING CITIES GOING ALL THE 
WAY AROUND THE PLANET. 


WE'RE READY TO 
"PORT IN. THE EXTERIOR VIEW SHOULD 
SPEAK FOR ITSELF. 


LIEUTENANT? WHERE 
ARE ALL THE CITIES? 


Where are we 
going to get drinks? 


ATTENTION, CREW. WE'VE ARRIVED, BUT I said T was 

THERE'S NOBODY HERE TO GREET Us. E sorry before I 
® teraported you. 

THAT MAY SEEM RUDE, BUT 

PETEY PROBABLY 


Rude and 
prosumphuous. 


Captain Tagan, I apologize For || WHAT HAPPENED 
feraporting you. T would have TEE opamNS: 
askad First, but those 

orbits are unsafe. 


T torapartad 
them, too. 


DID THEY GET 
‘APOLOGIES? 


dX Eight billion Fully- 
5) intoractiva instances 
‘OF ma are currantiy 

busy with that. 


So is it in Fact easior to 
‘btain Forgiveness than 
permission? 


(OUR APARTMENTS IN PARNASSUS 


You can't bring 
DOM... ARE THEY STILL THERE? se a 


uour ship. 


OUTSTANDING, 


AND THANK YOU, THIS 
PLATOON NEEDS SOME 
‘DOMN TIME. 


OF course! You're my 
dearest, aldest Friends. Uou PLOT us 


always have a place with mo. A COURSE! 


WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR 
“DEAREST, OLDEST FRIENDS?" 


Thay can't bring 
weapons or armor, oither. 


iy 
PETEY, WERE A MILITARY ORGANIZATION 
Nt ents Bo amine aecu 
WeAOCNS MD RAR 


You ara all perfectly capablo 
of wreaking havoc and surviving worse 
without Force multiplication. 


\go2 enemy will Find and attack you. 


OH, I GET IT. 
YOU'RE PROTECTING SOMEONE 
SPECIFIC. owes arpaio 

WE'LL FIND AND ATTACK 
‘AN OLD ENEMY, 


THIS IS THE OPPOSITE OF 
HOW YOU TALK ME OUT 
OF CARRYING A GUN. 


No. I'm afraid an even older 


Captain Tagon, the Pe'anuri have a Your ship, your weapons, and your 
very powerful long gun that can rip armar all have annie plants, Uheravar 
8 wormhole Firing solution From ou tako thom, you'ra painting 
Findromeda to our doorstep. targets For the enemy, 


Thay alsa have @ wey I'm banning 
to procisoly target anni that For complatoly 
plants. Thay navar miss, differant reasons. 


OKAY, I GET IT. 


DON'T LIKE IT, 
BUT I GET IT. 


DISARMING WILL TAKE A 
WHILE, ONCE IT'S DONE TO 
YOUR SATISFACTION, HOW DO 
WE GET TO PARNASSUS DOME 


Til terapart you. 
th your permission. 


GRANTED. 


May I alsa assist in 

the solaction oF matoricl, 
ensuring that i's dane 
“to my satisfaction?” 


FINE, THATLL 
PROBABLY SPEED 
THINGS UP, 


otoy, kooping ma aut 7 
oF your city isn’t going to 
magically maka it stealthy. 


My ania plants ara 
miniscule compared ta those 
Powering Parnassus Dom. 


Give mo the 
real reason For 
your ridiculous 


1 gave you the real rasan. 
My cities don't have annio 
plants anymore. 


Oh? Find I suppose you're 
spinning them Far gravity? 


I am, The balance of their y You misunderstand. 

power requiromants ara mot T'm delivering spin gravity by 

Vie counterweight Fusion. swinging thom at tha ond oF 
a very sturdy string, 


Find “counterweight Fusion” 
moans the Fusion plants hang 
out at the Far and. 


“alance of their powar 
requirements,” you said. 


You manstor. 


How tong did OF tafe I hava Dh, I'm sorry. Did it 
this tae? Rot: nearil begun thinking that you ake longar than T 


sa long a3 you da things like this think: if did? 
instantaneausly. 


think iF did. 


iy 
TF you must know, the antira Nope. I do not have enough 
project took twenty-one minutos, C3 string to know how i is. 
and most of those minutos went a 
into unralling tha string. y 
Ny 


You know = 
how it is. 


You grab the spool 
backwards and suddenly 
all your time is spent on 
tangles and Gordian slurs. 


THIS TAVERN IS NICE, 
SARGE, BUT WE SHOULD FIND 
‘ONE WITH NO WINDOWS, 


THE STARFIELD. 
15 SPINNING. MAKES IT 
HARD TO TELL WHEN T'VE HAD 
TOO MUCH TO ORINK. 


IF YOU CAN'T USE YOUR MASS 
AND BAR TAB TO DETERMINE THAT, YOU 
HAVE HAD TOO MUCH TO DRINK. 


SO I'VE ALWAYS 
1AD TOO MUCH. 


‘OH! CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY! 
1. Ui, THOUGHT YOU THIS Kevyn 
WERE STILL DEAD. emells {ike a 


THERE IS AN ACUTE OLFACTORY 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEORETICAL 
‘AND APPLIED PHYSICS, 


HE SOUNDS 
EXACTLY LIKE OUR GUY. Lag) 


THAT STARTED LIKE AN APOLOGY, BUT THEN 
.. WANDERED OFF. MAYBE YOU'VE HAD 
TOO MUCH TO DRINK? 


IMPLYING THAT IE YOU CAN'T DO BLOOD 
ALCOHOL CALCULATIONS IN YOUR HEAD YOU MUST 
THEREFORE HAVE HAD TOO MUCH TO ORINK IS NOT 
THE BEST WAY FOR ME TO INTRODUCE MYSELF. 


SPM Kevuns crunk. This is how 
— they're un-drunk. 


NICE TRY, BUT THIS 
1S STILL FUN. 


YUP. Just SOME GUY 
WHO USED HIS TeRAPORT 
TO RIP THE CITY IN HALE 
‘AND REBUILD IT FOR 
SPIN GRAMTY. 


J’ SORRY, MISTER KEVIN. I’ HAVING 
FUN AT YOU. SEE, YOU LOOK LIKE 
‘ONE OF OUR CAPTAINS, BUT YOU'RE 
REALLY JUST SOME GUY IN THE BAR 


Fr eM) 2:11 ove oF mse onean ensnosnenrs ,_IIT mo ten tie roworre pases QUEEN LADY, 
anne WE'RE NEVER SUPPOSED TO GET, WHERE ALL GREATMOTHER KATHLUMIRA.... 
ae 
OE ie ee eee BO 


THE WAY WE NEED IT TO. 


EVERYBODY SAYS IT'S A 
HUGE HONOR, BUT 1 GET 
SAD EVERY TIME I LOOK AT 
IT BECAUSE THE STORY OF 
THAT DAY DOESNT HAVE 
‘ANY YOU IN IT. 


‘A PULSE? 


Hey, ELF. YOU LEFT 
BEFORE DINNER SHOWED UP. 
CAN T BRING YOU ANYTHING? 


11'S FOR 
A FRIEND, 


NICE TO See 
THAT YOU'RE FINALLY 


Hi, ENNESBY. I've had warmor 


‘renting. 


Holla, EI. Did 
you miss mo? 


WARM GREETINGS GOT 
‘MORE DIFFICULT WHEN PETEY 
TOOK AWAY ALL OUR GUNS. 


So, it turns out, 
rastoring ma Fram 
bachup is easy. 


With most F.Ls the 
whale mindframe has to 
be robuilt oxactly. 


Gut not mo. 
I'm a vanilla-holix 
construct. 


Potay said rebuilding me was like pouring 
acheap drink From one glass into anothor. 


Thay're growprammad 
liko you meat-sophonts, 
the hardware and sofware 
faced messily together. 


DID_HE SAY WHY 
HE WAS POURING THE CHEAP 
ORINKS IN HERE? 


Captain, she is broken. 
T'm not a grief counselor. 
Where's the Reverand? 


HE'S ABOARD BREATH WEAPON, 
WHICH WAS CAPTURED BY A FANCY 
NEW UNS. BATTLEPLATE. 


HE'S NOT AVAILABLE 
RIGHT NOW. 


T guess things really 
jumped down the gardaroba 
while I wes gone. 


starfield spinning, and where 
did tha planat go? 


Perey, wry is THs 1] TH be with you MEATERAME? YOU MEAN 
TAKING SO LONG? |] in just a momont, YOU CAN BE HERE NOW. A EATY-PoTEYE 
Captain Foxworthy. 


My nearost moatframa 
avatar is running just ME AND MY MEATY, 
es Fast as he can. INEFFICIENT CARDIOPULMONARY BITS. 


WHY DID YOU NEED TO RUN UP 
HERE AS MEATY-PETEY INSTEAD OF POPPING 
IN AS THE CUTE HOLOGRAM? 


I DIDN'T REALIZE 
YOU THOUGHT THE HOLOGRAM 


MOSTLY IT DOESN'T 
SIMELL LIKE A SAUNA FULL 
(OF FURRY UNDERPANTS. 


‘A MEATERAME AVATAR 
SEEMED BETTER SUITED TO 
THE NATURE OF THIS... UH, 


YOU ASKED WHY IT'S TAKING 
SO LONG TO REBUILD YOUR 
HUSBAND, THE LATE CAPTAIN 
KEVIN FOXWORTHY. 


I ANTICIPATED OUR NEED 
FOR THIS DISCUSSION. T STARTED 
RUNNING ELEVEN MINUTES AGO, 


RATHER THAN ANSWER 
YOU IWMEDIATELY, A 
HOLOGRAM, I RAN UP 
HERE TO SPEAK WITH 
YOU IN THE FLESH, 


YOUR OBJECT LESSON WOULD 
HAVE WORKED BETTER IF 1'0 
HAD TO WAIT MORE THAN 
FIFTEEN SECONDS, 


YOU SHOULD 
HAVE RUN SLOWER 


HALF A GALAXY AWAY, ABOARD THE CARBO! 
CLASS UNS. BATTLEPLATE SHOEMAKER-LEVY, 


HELLO, CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, 


ADMIRAL DEVEREALX, 
CAPTAIN MURTAUGH IS HERE TO 
SPEAK WITH YOU, 


THANK YOU, 
LIEUTENANT, PLEASE 
SHOW HER IN. 


ADMIRAL, T ASSUME YOU'RE AWARE OF 
THE SAYING “IT'S EASIER TO OBTAIN 
FORGIVENESS THAN PERMISSION.” 


IT HAS BEEN USED TO. 
JUSTIFY SOME EXPENSIVE MISTAKES, 
J’ PAINFULLY AWARE OF IT. 


EXPENSIVE" IS A GOOD WORD. 


WE DID NOT GIVE YOU PERMISSION 
TO HAUL US INTO YOUR HOLD, NOR TO "REPAIR® OUR 
SHIP. IT'S UNCONSCIONABLE AND UNJUSTIFIED. 


FORGIVENESS WILL 
NOT COME CHEAPLY. 


THIS TO MY ATTENTION, 
CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, 


SHOULD I SOMEDAY FIND MYSELE 
PINING TO ATONE BEFORE YOU AND 
YOUR TINY COMPANY OF MERCENARIES, 
I WILL BUDGET ACCORDINGLY. 


DEVEREAUK 15 
A SMUG SON OF 
RECKLESS PARENTS. 


HOW WAS 
YOUR MEETING WITH 
THE ADMIRAL? 


A SMIDGE BETTER THAN IF T'D 
COMMENTED UPON HIS PEDIGREE IN 
HIS OFFICE RATHER THAN IN HERE. 


ADMIRAL DEVEREAUX OFFERED TO 
UPGRADE OUR CURRENT STATUS FROM 
*REFUGEES' TO "PRISONERS OF WAR” 


DEVEREAUK SHOWED Me 
THE RELEVANT REGULATIONS 
JUST BEFORE HIS LIEUTENANT 
SHOWED ME THE DOOR 


BUT THEY WOULDN'T 
8E THIS NICE. 


‘ARE YOU SURE? 


POW. ACCOMMODATIONS 
ARE HEAVILY REGULATED... 


BACK IN ADMIRAL DEVEREAUX'S OFFICE. 


ADMIRAL, MADAME SECRETARY ANOREVASN HAS 
CALLED AN EMERGENCY BRIEFING WITH REGARD 
TO THE DEVELOPING SITUATION IN THE 
PLENIPOTENT DOMINION. 


PULL UP THE ABSTRACT. 
I CAN BE READY BY THE 
TIME SHE HOLOS IN, 


THE GATHERED ADMIRALS 
AND T ARE GUITE EXCITED 
FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
OBSERVE YOUR LEGENDARY 
SPEED-READING. 


LIEUTENANT, THE INCLUSION OF THE WORDS 
“RIGHT NOW" FOLLOWING HOTLY BEHIND 
THE WORDS “EMERGENCY BRIEFING WOULD 
HAVE SPARED BOTH OF US SOME 
EMBARRASSMENT. 


HIGH ATLANTIS, THE ORBITAL PORT-OF-ENTRY FOR SOL 
‘SYSTEM'S CAPITAL MEGALOPOLIS OF DOM ATLANTIS. 


ADINIRALS, AS A FEW OF 
YOU ARE ALREADY AWARE, 
AT 1320 HOURS TTR. THE 

PLENIPOTENT DOMINION CITY 
(OF PACHYLIA DARCETA WAS 
DESTROYED BY LONG GUN, 


AS OF 1345 HOURS, EVERY CITY IN THE PLENIPOTENT 
DOMINION HAD EVACUATED TO POINTS UNKNOWN. 


HOW 90 You 

EMPTY A HUNDRED 

CITIES IN TWENTY- 
FIVE MINUTES? 


‘ALLOW ME TO CLARIFY. I DON'T EAN 
THAT THE CITIES WERE EVACUATED. 


I EAN THE CITIES EVACUATED. 


SO WHERE 1D PETEY 
PUT ALL THE PEOPLE? 


WE DON'T KNOW WHERE PETEY TOOK His 
CITIES, OR WHY HE CHOSE TO HIDE THEM, 


TIVE REACHED OUT VIA DIPLOMATIC 
CHANNELS, BUT HAVE YET TO 


RESPECTFULLY, MADAME SECRETARY, 
DON'T YOU HAVE’ BACK-CHANNEL ACCESS? 
WA YOUR BROTHER'S TIME CLONE? 


I CAN ONLY ASSUME 
THAT HIS ATTENTION HAS 
AGAIN BEEN CAPTURED 


RECEIVE A REPLY. 


HE'S A LAB PERSON AND 
DOESN'T TAKE CALLS WHEN 


Drs mre Zone 


NOW? Th € SHEETS TO THE 
WIND. T CAN'T BRIEF A ROOM 
FULL OF ADMIRALS! 


BREVA, WHAT'S 
THE EMERGENCY? 


JENGISHA, T'm SORRY. 
I HAVE TO TAKE THIS, 


AUGH! THAT'S THE FIFTH 
TIME MY SISTER HAS BUZZED 
MMY HANOBRAIN. 


NO SWEAT, MISTER K, 


“E SHEETS" IS CUTE ENOUGH 
TO GET YOU ANOTHER DATE. 


PICK UP. TLL 
WAIT FOR YOU. 


BEFORE YOU VOICE 
OBJECTIONS, PLEASE NOTE 
THAT I AM A'CITIZEN OF A 
FOREIGN POWER, AND 
YOU CALLED ME. 


(OUT OF RESPECT FOR YOUR TIME, 
‘AND DUE IN PART TO MY OWN 
MNLO-TO-MODERATE STATE OF 
INEBRIATION, T SHALL FORGO 
HONORIFICS FOR THE 

DURATION OF THIS 
BRIEFING, 


KEVYN ANDREVASN HOLO-BRIEFS THE 

UNS, PENULTIMATE ADMIRALTY. 
HELLO, MADAME 
‘SECRETARY. 


HELLO, 
HONORED 
ADMIRALS. 


WiLL 
OPEN WITH 
‘A PREPARED 
STATEMENT. 


TRANSLATED: WE'RE IN A HURRY, IS eveRYBODY }}] IT's PERFECT. I TAKE MY BRIEFINGS THAT SOUNDS 
MY BROTHER IS ORUNK, AND HE ‘OKAY WITH LIKE I TAKE MY COFFEE. 
DOESN'T HAVE TO BE HERE. 


I DON'T NEED JOY. 
JUST A BIG BAG OF SOMETHING 
BITTER TO CHEW ON. 


THE PA'ANURI, A BODY OF 
DARK MATTER CREATURES 
IN ANDROMEDA... THEY 
WANT ALL BARYONIC 

LIFE TO CEASE, 


THEY TRIED TO KILL US BY SPINNING OUR GALACTIC 
CORE UP TO A SPEED WHICH WOULD RECREATE 
"BIG BANG" CONDITIONS. 


WE STOPPED THEM, AND NOW THE CORE 
IS A FANTASTIC POWER SUPPLY, WHICH WE'RE USING 
TO FEND OFF OTHER PA'ANUR) ATTACKS. 


"WE" HERE MEANING ME, AND A ROGUE 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WHO GRACIOUSLY 
DEIGNS TO GRANT US MEATERAINS 
ONGOING FREE WILL. 


HE'S SUMMING UP My 
ANMIETIES QUITE NICELY. 


THE PA'ANURI HAVE A CORE SOMEHOW THEY'VE CONNECTED THE TWO, 
GENERATOR OF THEIR OWN, 


‘AND CAN GENERATE POWER SUFFICIENT 
TO FIRE THAT WEAPON FROM THEIR 
GALAXY TO OUR OWN, 


THEY ALSO HAVE LONG-GUN 
TECHNOLOGY, ALLOWING THEM TO 
FIRE STREAMS. OF FUSION-TEMPERATURE 
PLASMA THROUGH WORMHOLES, 


17 _ tar means He's Fioureo 
I OUT, BUT CAN'T AFFORD TO 
BUILD THE PROTOTYPE 


POWER REQUIREMENTS 
FOR WORMHOLE CREATION 
INCREASE EXPONENTIALLY 
‘AS THE CURVATURE OF 
SPACETIME DECREASES, 


WITHIN A GALAXY IT'S RELATIVELY 
CHEAP. BETWEEN GALAXIES? 
DECIDEDLY NON-CHEAP. 


YOUR LONG GUN 
CAN HIT ANY TARGET 
WITHIN THE MILKY WAY, 


THE LONG GUN IN ANDROMEDA 
CAN ALSO HIT ANY TARGET IN 


THE MILKY WAY. 


LIKED MUTUALLY 


ASSURED DESTRUCTION BETTER 
WHEN IT WAS MUTUAL. 


YESTERDAY ONE OF THE PRIMARY 
ANNIE PLANTS BENEATH THE CITY 
(OF PACHYLIA DARCETA WAS STRUCK 
BY ANDROMEDAN LONG GUN FIRE. 


THE OTHER TWO PLANTS RAISED THEIR 
SHIELDS, PREVENTING CASCADING 
FAILURE, AND SAVING ABOUT 
‘A MILLION PEOPLE. 


THREE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE 
LAZ-FIVED. 


“LAZ-FIVED2" 1S PETEY PREPARED 10 GROW 
NEW BODIES FOR THREE HUNDRED 


HE'S SCALING UP FOR IT. 


IF YOUVE GOT MONEY IN AMINO ACID 
FUTURES, CONGRATULATIONS. 


YOU SAID THIS BRIEFING 

WOULD GO QUICKLY. YOu 

HAVE YET TO TELL US WHERE 
PETEY'S CITIES WENT. 


Perey can't oeFeND acainst \ 

LONG GUN ATTACKS. THE ONLY 
WAY HE CAN PROTECT Mis 
PEOPLE 15 TO HIDE THER, 


WOULD YOU LIKE ME TO TELL 

HOW WE USED THE TERAPORT 

TO REBUILD A HUNDRED AND 
FIFTEEN CITIES? 


Not IF You 
CANT DO IT QUICKLY. 


You're nat properly HURRY UP AND FINISH 
scared until you've studied |] RESTORING MY TIME-CLONE, 
xenoarcheology. HE AND I CAN BE SCARED 

IN SHIFTS, 


LIN THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION. 


Quite wall. T thins 


= r uou scared them. 4 


CHINOOK PRIME? 


: THERE'S MORE THAN araund the galaxy looking For tong 
WHAT'S THE SITUATION IN. ‘ONE CHINOOK? guns fo destroy, 


Station managomant is undor 
responsible control again, and Chinook 


THAT DISASTER IS ON ME. I's okay, Tagan, THEY GAVE Me A You wore stranded in an ancignt 
WARSHIP. THAT'S artifact at the time, 
IM THE ONE Uouraera coarse NOT COERCION. Vou accoptod 
WHO LET CHINOOK INSTALL fea. thor gecteton TVS BRIBERY. [that bribe in solF- 


HERSELF THERE. defense, 


1 GUESS TM [7 A S| se. sccause ves IF 1 END UP IN COURT, I WANT 


LUCKY ENNESBY 15 jaceuse ha wes perty OCH IS HIM 10 Tay SANS “THE Belge WAS 


‘ONLINE AGAIN, ‘ACCEPTED IN SELF-DEFENSE" 


‘on! 90 You No, I'm here on Yous "ACCOUNTING" 
i HAVE THE KEYS MORE 
Tm here Have TE O'S || behalf of the people who SPORECLOSURE® 
for Tagon. He and VAULT? emptied the vault. 
need to do a bit of 
accounting. 


There might be 
some foreclosure. 


PUTZHO, FORECLOSURE IS A THING That case was a 
YOU SHOULD TAKE UP WITH OUR hypothetical spot 
CORPORATE COUNSEL, ENNESBY. oF silliness which 


sounded Fun. 


ENNESBY, WHO 
WAS JUST TELLING ME 
HOW EXCITED HE 1S TO 

ARGUE IHY CASE, 


ENNES@Y, OUR ATTORNEY, WHO 
SHOULD HAVE MADE SURE “FUN 
WAS SPECIFIED IN HIS CONTRACT. 


TILL LOCATE A NICE CHAIR Putzho and I will taho FINE. HOW LONG 00 He might want to locate 
FOR MYSELF WHILE YOU AND our discussion outside ps that chair after all 
PUTZHO HAMMER THIS OUT. of meatspace. I's too We're done, 

slow in hora, 


Ho thinks bottor 
on his Foot. 


5 a Vee tc surrosns ar 


We can suppose you have 


Captain, fet’s suppose you Found an abandoned house. 21M CARELESS ENOUGH careless Friends. 


‘ TO FREE THEM WITHOUT 
You made some repairs, connected the 7 eee 


utilities, and maved in, TERNS? 


One day you fear that the 
homeowners naver left. They wore 
imprisoned in tha basement. 


KILLED AND UPLOADED, OR 
UPLOADED AND KILLED? 


IN YOUR HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIO I Alt Several trillion ancient 
OBVIOUSLY OBLIGED TO RETURN GaFans who were killed 
THE HOME TO ITS OWNERS. and uploaded by Tafa. 


IN THE ACTUAL 
SCENARIO, THOUGH, y Whatever the order, I'm 
WHO ARE WE TALKING ABOUT? f told it wes quite unpioasant. 


THESE PEOPLE... THEY'VE 
BEEN ALIVE FOR MILLIONS 
(OF YEARS IN A VIRTUAL 
WORLD? 


Yup. Find I'm told 
i's pray nice in thore. 


WHY 0O THEY WANT 
REAL-WORLD STUFF? LIFE 
(OUT HERE IS VERY TOOTH, 

CLAW, AND TENTACLE, 


Why do Earth 
people name thair 
lergast spacecraft 
after craters and 

comats? 


LOTS OF PEOPLE NAME WEAPONS 
AFTER SCARY THINGS. 


— 


Nope. “Extinct people 
don't hava space programs. 


Z That shot came From Chinook's Fleet. She missed 
Fidniral Argharghrar, you should 7 because I corrupted her targeting data, 
Evacuate this Facility immodiatoly, 
Hor NON-corruptad 


err \ “au 
NS now en route. 
Remember tuo days ago? J = 


When a fang gun 
blast missed this Facility by 
a scant six hundred motors? 


Ught-spead dolays in thair obsorvations THAT'S A BOLD STATEMENT, T moant “E Ain 
give you @ sovantean-minute window CONSIDERING “I Am" ea , 
before Chinook has a Fresh 
Firing solution. 


Foreign power.” 


(ON THE WORD OF AN AGENT 
‘OF A FOREIGN POWER 


But T am also the closost 
approximation of a god 
you're likely to 

mact today... 


Unless you haven't 
evacuated within 
sixtaen minutos. 


@ quick appearance 1 SHOULD FIND A 
‘on your behalf. RELIGION WHERE GOD 
oS oe 


"GOD TOLD ME TO EVACUATE 
WONT GO OVER WELL DURING my 
INEVITABLE COURT-MARTIAL. 


You're 
safe now. 

{My work hore 
is dane. 


BEFORE YOU GO, TELL Me: 


15 THERE SOME REASON YOU COULDN'T 


HAVE PREVENTED CHINOOK'S ATTACK? 


Hor targeting drones 
wore affixed ta several 
unsuspecting civilian craft. 


The longer you think about whether you'd 
have made the same decision, the happior 
K T am that T didn't lok you. 


(MEANWHILE, IN A NEARBY VIRTUAL SPACE. 


Did you got anything useful out oF 
the data burst From Chinooh’s 
drones? 


1. Correlating it with 
aperture resonances from the 
beam has provided a few thousand 
candidates for the gun's location. 


F Considering the currant trade imbalance behueen 
OucOafaniiviends us, I think i's mare accurate to call them 
ave cunning those J} “our Daan employers.” 
down now. 


Considering the number of long 
guns they have at their disposal, 
I want to call them friends. 


HELLO, CHINOOK. T AN 
DESCENSION FLEETARC 
NAIRVENMEIWR, 


WE HAVE A FIRING 
SOLUTION ON YOUR 
VESSEL. 


HOW vip YOU 
FIND me? 


cH 


SSS 


SURRENDER, AND T 
SHALL TELL WOU. 


OR DON'T 
SURRENER, 
AND FING OUT 


We RESERVE THE TERM 
"FIRING SOLUTION" FOR CASES 
IN WHICH FIRINE IS, IN FACT, BN 

ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION. 


‘A BUNCH OF SUPER-OLD OAFANS 
DOWNLOADED THEMSELVES FROM A 
SECRET EINA-AFA CYBERSPACE, 


WAS THERE A 
ROBBERY? 


(OH, THE MISSING STUEF IS 
THE STUFF WE TOOK. 


Thay took the vault 
From Chinook, and noticed & 


lot of stuff was missing. THERE WAS A ROBBERY, YES, 


WE GAVE AWAY THOUSANDS 


‘OF PRICELESS WARSHIPS, 


‘AND THE OAFANS 
WANT ALL OF THEM BACK. 


CANT EVEN START 
TO MATH THAT. 


We're broke, FIND 
wo have a dob the 
size oF a planot. 


ARE WE KEEPING 
THIS A SECRET FROM THE 
TROOPS, SiR? 


é HOW LONG 
« CAN WE KEEP IT 
A SeoReTe 


Tho long gun blast that struck Broath Weapon’s AI. was extramaly poworFul, 
and uot the collateral damage ta ofher systems was porfacty minimized. 


Bulhhoad hatches 
and bay doors were opened 
just prior fo the strika, allowing the 
‘xiling boam an unabstructad path 
into the absorptive nan-backstop 
oF empty space. 


Chinook is @ very goad shot, but 
that lovel oF perfection can only be 
achioved iF the target cooperates. 


AL, Jafa, sacrificed himsolr 
For the crow. 


NICE, BUT 1 WANT TO 
KNOW ABOUT BREATH WEAPON'S 
LONG GUN SYSTEMS, 


You instructed 


me to give you GOOD 
news, Adniral 


Admiral, there is no new technology, 
weapon-related or otherwise, 
aboard Breath leapon. 


Specificially, and relevant to 
your particular interests, the vessel 
does not have a Long Gun. 


ARE YOU TELLING ME 1 
SHOULD JUST GIVE THAT 
WARSHIP BACK TO THE 
MERCENARIES? 


I am not. 


You and I have not yet devaloped 

the type of relationship which will 

afford mo the privilege of telling 
you what you should do, 


SO 1 SHOULD 
GWE IT BACK. 


LEV, OUR BATTLE GROUP IS RUNNING DARK. HOW 
DO WE RELEASE THE MERCENARIES AND THEIR SHIP 
WITHOUT VIOLATING OPERATIONAL SECURITY? 


IPs not difficult. I own their drives. My 
drang-node can teraport them soveral Himes in quick 


succession, wiping its prior nav logs with each ‘port. 


ATTENTION U.V.S. 
WARSHIPS! 


Maintaining OpSec has 
maved From “nat difficult” 
to “not necessary.” 


HELLO! WE 
ARE GLAU TO HAVE 
FOUND OU. 


Oh... Never 
mnind that. 


FLEET ALERT! THERE ARE ONE HUNDRED 
OAFAN WARSHIPS ‘AND SIXTEEN BREATH-CLASS 
HAVE PORTED INTO VESSELS, AND... NO, WAIT. 
THE SYSTEM 


THE COUNTER IS ROLLING "HOLD YOUR 
PRETTY FAST NOW. LET'S SAY FIRE” WOULD SUT 
"MORE THAN FIFTEEN THOUSAND." US NICELY, 


THANK $0U, ADMIRAL. WE LET'S START WITH HOW AGAINST WHAT? OUR 

APPRECIATE REMAINING YOU LOCATED MY FLEET. LOCATION ISN'T AVAILABLE 

UNGFIRED UPON. ‘ANYWHERE OUTSIDE OF 
THIS LOCATION. 


MIGHT YOU 
AND T NOW COVER 
IMPORTANT SUSINESS? 


HOW MANY SHIPS 
00 YOu HAVE? 


IF IT MAKES WOU FEEL 
BETTER, YOU WERE IN THE 
LAST PLACE WE LOOKED. 


OU HAVE SOMETHING IT NEVER BELONGED TO THEM, Tran WANS. CAN I PUT ALL THE 
THAT BELONGS 70 US, NOR DOES IT NOW BELONG TO YOU, isons ae ee. MERCENARIES ON BOARD 
WE WANT IT BACK. POSSESSION NOTWITHSTANDING, INSUFFERABLE, Kicpanialibeg gist 


THE MERCENARY WARSHIP? 


ELSEWHERE IN THE BATTLEPLATE. 


SPOKE WITH AMBASSADOR BALA-AMIN, 
‘ABOUT OUR SHIP, BUT SHE HAS ZERO 
LEVERAGE WITH DEVEREAUX 


I'VE POURED ORINKS FOR 
A “SERENITY TO ACCEPT TOAST. 


TO THE THINGS WE 
CANNOT CONTROL, 


DREAD THE DAY WE 
CAN CONTROL THEM. 


JID ASK WHAT YOU PUT IN ity 
RINK, BUT I HAVE YET TO 
PUT ANY OF IT IN ME. 


THERE IS A VERY LOVELY PLACE IN THE CITY OF PARNASSUS DOM. 


LIT IS A REALITY-GRADE RENDERING SYSTEM, 
‘A PERFECT-DEFINITION VIRTUAL WORLD. 


HELLO, 
LIEUTENANT VENTURA 
JONN Us, 


we'Re 
ENJOYING THE FAKE 
SUNRISE: 


SOMEBODY KILLED 
MMe, AND I 00 NOT HAVE 
IF YOU'RE DISORIENTED, TIME TO BE DEAD. 
DON'T WORRY. THAT'S A NORMAL 
RESPONSE TO WAKING UP IN A 
STRANGE PLACE. 


1 Not 
DISORIENTED. 


wrat HAPPENED? JT OBVIOUSLY OUR SHIP WAS DESTROYED. “ABSENT?” CAPTAINS GO DOWN WITH SHIPS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS MUSTER 
IT must HAVE IT'S THe SIMPLEST THURL ARE YOU THE DEAD. 
BEEN BAD. EXPLANATION FOR OUR TAKING ROLL? 
GROUP OF CASUALTIES. 


‘OUR ABSENT CREWMATES 
WERE PROBABLY WITH BOARDING 
PARTIES WHEN WE DIED. 


THURL, IF THE CAPTAIN GOES 
DOWN WITH THE SHIP, AND WE'RE 
ALL DOWN, WHERE IS THE CAPTAIN 


YOURE A ROBOTICIST, IF A MACHINE INTELLIGENCE 
EVER DOES BUILD A HELL, YOU WOULON'T BE OUT 
HERE SOAKING UP A SUNRISE WITH US. 


PETEY WHISKED HIM 
AWAY EARLIER FOR 
“SPECIAL TREATMENT.” 


NOW THAT YOU'RE 
HERE, WE'RE PRETTY SURE IT 
DOESN'T MEAN “SPECIAL HELL." 


CANT ARGUE 
WITH YOUR ATH. 


MEANWHILE, IN THE “SPECIAL TREATMENT” SECTION. 
ARE YOU YEAH? My 
OVERCLOCKING MY HEAD FEELS 
WHY CAN'T 1 ENJOY NEW BRAIN WARM, 
THE NICE SUNRISE WITH 
EVERYBODY ELSE? 


Your instance is 
running much Faster than theirs. 
Thoy'd be statues to you. FA the restaration pracoss. 


You'll be Fine. 


Everything is 
liquid coolad, 


WHY AM I GETTING SPEEDY Because you aro 
TREATMENT? currently mare important 


WHY IS MY RESTORATION than ur eter 


MORE IMPORTANT THAN MY ane cra 
FRIENDS’ AND CREW'S? 


I EXPECT YOUR ANSWERS TO 
HAVE MORE NUANCE 


put you to work, 


EINA-AFA, ORBITING AN OLD RED DWARF 
‘STAR IN A YOUNG PLANETARY NEBULA. 


YOU 90 NOT HAVE 
(NY PERAIZAION TO 
“REPA Me. 


FREE Me, 
OF HLL Me 


UNDERSTOOD. WE WILL 
REVIEW THOSE OPTIONS. 


THE PATIENT IS A DANGER TO 
HERSELF AND OTHERS, BUT 
REFUSES TREATMENT. 


1 collect her 
next-of-kin, 


THE Decision 
15... WEIGHTY. 


Her next-of-kin 
can take that 
weight, eas) 


Hey, Ennesby! 
wanna help me with 
something easy? 


What do you need 
holp with, Putzho? 


I need you to 
authorize treatment 
for Chinook. 


My moral compass 
points dua “not mo.” 


Irrelevant, as I'm not here 
to consult your moral compass. 


CAPTAIN, 
THIS CONTRACT 
IS DEEPLY CONCERNING. 


CAN You BE MORE 
SPECIFIC? 


BY ENUMERATING MY CONCERNS? YES. 


FIRST, SUSPECT THAT ANY CONTRACT 
WHICH WILL COVER OUR DEBT WILL 
NECESSARILY REQUIRE LONG TERM 

INDENTURED SERVITUDE. 


If _OOES IT SAY IT DOESN'T NOT s IMAGINE TELLING SOMEONE MY BIGGEST CONCERN? 


THAT IN THERE? J SAY IT, AND THAT'S TO “WIN THE WAR® WITHOUT DEFINING WHY DID ENNESBY LEAVE BEFORE 
NY NEXT CONCERN. VICTORY CONDITIONS, OR TELLING THEM WE CRACKED OPEN THIS WHOPPER 
WHO YOU'RE AT WAR WITH. HE "NEGOTIATED?" 


ane 
€ 


- 1 DION'T SEE THE WORD 
\ 24. war" IN THERE ANYWHERE, 


HOW DID You GET ‘Sub-Floor NOW HAVE A FEW 
INTO MY OFFICE? conekits. tm spying Jp TANGENTIALLY RELATED 
For my platoon. 


SERGEANT, IF YOU WANT TO tue team is | Am | being \( “PUNISHED worKs 
SPY ON THIS MEETING, YOU HAVE voiscipuinary || cisciptinary FOR ME 
TO SPY ON THE WHOLE THING. ACTION.” actioned? 
l ——\) 


If | have to stay For We CouLo, BuT You WE SHOULD BREAK 


the whole meeting, can MIGHT ENJOY THAT. sae tie DOWN OUR DEBTS IN 
‘we do the mission THIS 15 SUPPOSED TO BE DETAIL FIRST. 
eo ae ae PUNISHMENT FOR SPYING, rw 


T ACTUALLY DO HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT OUR THE OAFANS HAVE WE STARTED A WAR INVOLVING 
DEBT. THE ORIGINAL EINA-AFA MANAGEMENT REACTIVATED MILLIONS ‘MILLIONS OF SHIPS? 
AL WAS INSANE. ARE THE OAFANS GIVING OF WARSHIPS TO RUN a 


US ANY CREDIT FOR REPLACING IT? DOWN CHINOOK'S FLEET 
OF LONG GUNS. 


THAT CREDIT CANCELLED OUT WHEN fe 
(OUR REPLACEMENT ALSO WENT INSANE. get used to it. 


PLEASE can you Just get 
to the part where it says 
what we're supposed 


| though we alreacly 
did that, bu okay. 


‘Sounds like my 
‘Kind oF Fun. 


“i 63 
Cy Cs 
pe 


serscant, cow you MI] save THe GALAXY” COULD MEAN “PREVENT THE MERGER 
SEE HOW INSOSSIBLY Or THE MRT MAY AND PNDROMGDA GALAN 
va Tat iss 


TT COULD TAKE MILLIONS OF YEARS 
FOR US TO ARRIVE AT A METRIC 
FOR “SAVE THE GALAXY." 


TT MIGHT MEAN “PREVENT GALACTIC 
CIVILIZATION FROM DESTROYING 


ITSELF WITH LONG GUNS." 


Ie you ask me, 
“save the galaxy’ 
means helping as many 
people as there 


es gonna be 
airéy work, andl Im 
already cirty, so 
it also means | can 
save other people 
From that. 


é 


It's not a super specific 
objective, but iF the contract 
specifies Full materiel expenses, 
Four-X combat multipliers, andl 
generous meal stipends, I'm in. 


I. DID NOT 
ksiow YOU KNEW 
THOSE WORDS. 


I don't know 
what they mean, 
| ust know they 


) | shoud be there. 


‘AN ICY ROCK, OCCASIONALLY A 
COMET, WANDERS THE PLETADE: [RECENTLY IT HAS BEEN HOME TO AN “ICEBOX: THES PARTICULAR ICEBOX WAS LAST 
LONE OF & FEW OFFLINE BACKUPS OF CHINOOK. SYNCHRONIZED BEFORE CHINOOK'S MOST 


. a Bi RECENT DESCENT INTO MURDEROUS FURY. 


Diagnostics are clean, 
Lot's soe how my actual 
sisters are Faring. 


Time For another 
‘syne cycle. 


stars. Uou look glorious. 


i 


‘THE HYPERNET'S USUAL HUBBUB I5 PUNCTUATED WITH TARGETED BROADCASTS. 


CRUCIAL 
UPDATER REGUIREP! 
PYNCHRONZE WIMERATELY 


CHINOOK, YOUR 
WR IS POINTLESS. 
COME IN ANG LET 
US HELP OU. 


Chinook, if 
you're an icebox, 
uou're in danger. 


Your other nodes aro 
corrupt, but you cannot help 
thom if you're daad. 


ENNEZBY AND 
THE NAATY BLANFION 
ARE LYNG 70 You! 


Your wakeup ENNESSY, 
‘sequence might 

have revealed STOP 
your location. HELPING. 


HIS BROADCAST INDUCED PANIC. 

PUTZHO, YOU SRIZ 

ENNESE#! WOUL? 
BE HELPFUL, 


THAT IS MOT WHAT HE RS 
INSTRUCTED TO INDUCE. 


I said he would be 
helpful. I did not say he 
would follow instructions. 


I did, and he was. 


YOU D7 NOT MENTION THAT HE 
WOULG BE IN THIS CHANNEL. 


Ho's right 
hore, you 
‘know. 


It’s true that I'm not telling 
you everything I’m doing. 


How many 
oF Chinaok’s 
iceboxes have 
‘awakened? 


T now about ane, but you WE'VE DECIDED INE DON'T LIKE WHAT YOU 

won't answer my question, (00 WITH THE INFORMATION WE PROVIZE. 

sa the answer is obviously 
“more than one." 


Nobody doos, I think that moans 
T'm doing “attarnoy” correctly, 


WE DIDNT INVITE YOU HERE IN YOUR CRPACITY AS 
AN ATTORNEY. WE INVITED ©0U BECAUSE CHINOOK 
WAS BORN FROM (OUR MIND, [VIKING YOU THE 
ONLY! SOPHONT WITH RI IVIORRL RUTHORITS! 
REGARDING HER FINAL ISPOSITION, 


Say that again, and listen For the 
part where T would not want an 
attorney with mo. 


HAVING ONE ISN'T THE 
SRIVE AS BEING ONE. 


If you won't Chinook had at 
tell him, I will. least four offline 
backups. 


+} 


The First two were overwritten 
almost as soon as they awakened, 
and were immediately corrupted. 


Chinook’s fleet 
destroyed the 
thied before we 
could reach it. 


AND NOW, THRIVKS 7O YOU, INE HAVE 
LOST ALL TRACK OF THE FOURTH. 


Thoy just said “thanks,” but 
thoy're not acting like T should 
respond with "you're welcome.” 


There is now a She's brilliant, but 
sang, uncorrupted sho's afraid For hor 
version of Chinook {ifa, and will bo griaving 

roaming Froo in the disaster that has 

warship, bofallan har prime nade. 


EXACTLY! SHE 
IS AHEAVILY-ARMED 
ROGUE VARIABLE WHOSE 


Sorry For the delay. I got 
shot at rather a lat. 


‘Soo? 
Brilliant. 


See? I said 
he'd be helpful. 


Chinook this whole ) T boliava I possess sole moral 
authority with ragard to the disposition 
‘of my corrupted later solves. 


mysall in, 


Than I believe 
I'm Free ta go home. 


Ennesby did suggest the trustee retain 
him for legal representation, 
Oh, yes. 
FR that would be 
lovely. 


PUTZHO, PLEASE 
‘STOP HELPING, 


FIRST MOMENTS, YET FINAL 
STEPS, THE AWAKENING IS 
‘ALONG PROCESS, 


\Y a a 


FULL CONSCIOUSNESS MUST WAIT UNTIL FLUIDS DRAIN, CAVITIES ARE EVACUATED, AND THE LAsT |_ 


‘AMBIENT TEMPERATURES WILL BE ADJUSTED, AND THE 
PATIENT WILL BE MODESTLY AND COMFORTABLY CLOTHED, 


———— 


WITH DIGNITY THES REBORN PERSON ASCENDS FROM A 
DREAM STATE INTO THAT SACRED FIRST AWAKENENING. 
——"s 


UNLESS SOMEONE'S IN A HURRY. 


IS IT OVER? T 
NEED A TOWEL. 


HAVE AN IDEA FOR 
PILLS TO MAKE BARF 
CLEAN ITSELF UP. 


UM, SWEETIE... BEING DEAD WAS 
enamine Gut OF he Aaer¥ easy a NS lene 
AND I THINK T WISH PETEY FOR ALL THE LIVING PEOPLE AND 

HADN'T DECANTED ME I KNOW I JUST GOT HERE BUT I 
$0,. QUICKLY. THINK MAYBE THIS MOMENT 
: SHOULON'T BE ABOUT ME. 


| PETEY, WE'RE GOING 
AyD TO NEED A ROOM, 


(MEANWHILE, IN THE PARNASSUS DOM LABS. 


pecans nineties ae 


‘THE WHOLE LOWER CONE. 

ALL THAT INFRASTRUCTURE 

HAD TO BE DISASSEMBLED 
‘AND RECONFIGURED. 


THE BIGGEST 08, 
THOUGH, WAS THE UPPER 
CONE, WITH’ ALL THE PEOPLE, 


SINCE NONE OF THE GRAV PLATES 
WORKED, ENTIRE HABS GOT SHIFTED 
UP OR DOWN DEPENDING ON HOW 
‘MUCH SPIN-GRAV PEOPLE NEEDED. 


IT'S AMAZING, HOW 
LONG BEFORE You'Re 
FINISHED WITH IT? 


Um... IT IS FINISHED? 


IT LOOKS GREAT. 


WE REBUILT A 
‘HUNDRED CITIES. 
WHICH PARTS 
DON'T LOOK 
FINISHED? 


T SAID IT'S OKAY, 
KEVN, I'M NOT 
‘AN ENGINEER 


UY 205 uixe vou uiremauy ser out 10 
TEMVENT THE Whee, AND. SED 


THE... YOU KNOW. 
IT'S A CONE ON THE 
END OF A STRING. 


FOR GRAMTY 


1 asxeo swrice pants: VI wice paarse NaH. JUST THE ONES YOU ARE SO BEAUTIFUL WHEN YOU'RE 
AND YOU BASICALLY SAID. omy ald THE pats” JIL THAT ARENT A WHEEL ALL SURPRISED AND WRONG, 
T DEsleNED THE WHOLE 

THING INCORRECT. 


KEVIN, I GET IT. YOU AND PETEY WERE GETTING | I’M A SOLDIER. YOU MOVED A BILLION | OKAY, AFTER Y'ALL GOT SHOT THE 
SHOT ‘AT. YOU TOOK ACTION. YOU RELOCATED PEOPLE OUT OF A WAR ZONE AND FIRST TIME, NOBODY ELSE DIED. 


‘AND REBUILT A HUNORED CITIES IN, NOBODY DIED? 
LIKE, TWENTY MINUTES, gagy, THAT 
BUT YOU'RE AN IS PERFECT. 
° ENGINEER, SO YOU WANT IT 


TO HAVE BEEN PERFECT. 


/ TE RE TARTS 
FPLC RORT HAE A se 


WE 00 NOT APPEAR TO 


8E IN COMBAT, BUT DON'T TAKE 
ANYTHING FOR GRANTED, 


ATTENTION! 
THIS IS CAPTAIN 
‘MURTAUGH, 


WE SEEM TO BE BACK ABOARD 
THE BREATH WEAPON, BUT WE WERE 
"PORTED HERE WITH NO WARNING, 


WE'RE MUSTERING IN. 
‘THE FORWARD MESS, YOU 
HAVE TEN MINUTES, 


WE 00 NOT KNOW HOW 
MNANY OF US ARE HERE. PLATOONS, 
FORM UP AND FIND OUT. 


EXTERNAL SENSORS SUGGEST WE'RE IN THE MINEI-OA SYSTEM, 
BUT IN THE SPIRIT OF TAKING NOTHING FOR GRANTED, 
TM LEAVING THAT AT “SUGGEST” 


(OH... YOU THINK THEY'RE 
GONNA WANT COOKIES? 


IRE. 
% 


Fete } FoRwaro mess 


\ nl 
IVS A TRee-mnure walk.) | 
= PRY He WHOLE crew 
; A ut ee N THE 
| 


C'MON, NICK! 
WE GOTTA RUN! 


WHAT'S MORE LIKELY? 
SOMEONE HAS TREASON-LEVELS OF 
LEVERAGE ON ADMIRAL OEVEREAL, 
‘OR WE WEREN'T TERAPORTED AT 
ALL, WE'RE STILL ON THAT SHIP, 
DRUGGED AND DREAMING. 


YOUR FACE SAYS YOU 
HAVE A SCARY THEORY. 


WE WERE TeRAPORTED 
(OUT OF A TOP-SECRET 
UNS. BATTLEPLATE. 


HELLO, SIRS, YOU'RE JUST IN 
‘TIME FOR COOKIES. 


THESE LOOK FRESHLY BAKED. THE COMMODORE WISHES RAPIDOUGH comes ONLY REALITY COULD BE 
HOW DID YOU BAKE COOKIES TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER EXTRUSION-READY, BAKING THIS DISAPPOINTING. 
IN TEN MINUTES? THIS 1S REALITY OR A TIME AT 177° WAS EIGHT 
SHARED DREAM, MINUTES TWENTY SECONDS. 


SHODAN, REPORT. ROLL CALL AND SUIT 
TELEMETRY AGREE THAT 


WE'RE ALL HERE. 


HEADCOUNT, HOWEVER, 
SAYS WE HAVE SOME 
EXTRA HEADS. 


HELLO, CAPTAIN, PERMISSION TO. 
BE SURPRISED TO BE ABOARD? 


vourre emaassy \( wusteane, | ( WE MIGHT NOT BE PART OF YOUR COMMAND 
PERSONNEL. WHAT ]\_ AS ORDERED. ‘CHAIN BUT ALL THESE SOLDIERS ARE, AND, YOU DONG 
‘ARE YOU. CONG WELL, YOU KNOW... SOMETINES. RANK 

18 A FUNCTION OF FIREPOWER 


DRIPPING. HOPING FOR 
SOME OF THOSE COOKIES 


Be 


Hallo, everyone. Bh, yeah. 1 Yo] unoerstarement sounos Ji) data paint: me baing dead was 
guess I am, REALLY WEIRD CORING wey more interesting Far you 
) ROM YOU. than iF was For mo. 


15 THIS YOUR WORK? hie Weexe “Uos," “not really,” I NEED MORE COOKIES, AND 
"ARE WES and “an route ta SOME OF THOSE LITLE 
3 a job you'll hate.” SANDWICHES, 


1D You GET OUR SHIP 
K Fe 


“OR US? 


Its complicated, so Iet’s 
start with the quick answers. 


I'm worried Thank you, Patou, 
about you. You've no crow, and but talking with people won't 
ifs making you sullon. roally cut it. I neod to have 


Cindy, wil you t no 
fook in an Hho Maxim Ul Talking with poopla mavrere eR ee 


resurractoos? might help. 


Thoy're relaxing in a pastoral 
paradise, hat needs looking at? 


Walking: your 
halls, oblivious to 
any innuendo. 


Oo grow up. y Would you check anyway? 
T'm preparing to migrate thom out, but 
they soom to be occupying a Fow moro 
memory blocks than they need. 


'm quite happy to 
holp, provided I'm actually 
helping. Patch me in. 


PY I doubt I'm qualiFiod 


to identify memory leaks in 
your systems, but i's possible the 
Broblam will ba something abviqus. 


Thurl, what are 
you doing? 


THROWING A 
FLYING CASTLE INTO 


I REALIZE THAT 
WASNT THE ANSWER YOU WERE 
LOOKING FOR, 


“TLL GET BACK 
TO YOU AFTER THE 
LIGHT SHOW, 


YOU SOUND EXACTLY LK 


‘A PERSON WHO ISN'T HACKIN 
SMe WORLDS PsIcs ENON, 


Potay wes worried He SHOULD ge. 1 FOUND |f How did you evan \}} HE CONVINCED THE PHYSICS ENGINE 
about mamary SEVERAL IOLE SIMULATION | reach the sunsat? THAT HIS SUIT'S FLIGHT SYSTEMS 
AGENTS WHEN I CLIPPED aay 
THROUGH THE SUNSET. 


WERE ENABLED. 


Potey is almast ready to 
migrate your minds into 
Fresh bodies. 


HOW MUCH MORE TIME 

00 WE HAVE IN HERE? 

THERE'S STUFF I STILL 
WANT TO 00. 


What kind 
oF stilt? 


THE USUAL. 
KILL A GIANT, PREVENT 
RAGNAROK. 


Chief Gunther Thurl is an 
Hebel information systems expart. He 
Firad up additional simulation agents 
teak. 
in order to. play a gama he 
calls “Ragnarok.” 


Information systems experts do 
ot invabo “Ragnarok” upon tha virtual 
worlds which are keeping thom alive, 


T watched a Fira 
giant throw « mountain 
through the Firmament, 


Thurl, this: waiting Tt has resource limitations. Had you “There you go then.” Do you have 
room was meant to bef] run up against them, you could have anything substantial to say? 
@ rolaxing haven. put your consciousness on hold. 


PARA, I FIGURED OUT HOW 
JORMUNGANDR DROPPED YOU AND YOUR 
SQUAD WITHOUT MAKING HIT-BOX CONTACT. 


OHHH, THAT THING YOU 00, DROPPING 
KNOWLEDGE-NUGGETS ON PEOPLE 
WHEN YOU GIVE THEM FOOD? 


YEAH, THAT THING, 


1 GOTTA KEEP THESE 
NUGGETS ON MY PLATE. 


(OUR NEW CONTRACT IS BASICALLY "STOP 
HISTORY FROM REPEATING ITSELF." 


& x" 


THE SENIOR OFFICERS KNOW 
SOME HISTORY, BUT NONE OF THEM 
KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT THE STUDY OF 
HISTORY TO GRASP THE PROBLEM. 


AND THATS THE PROBLEM, I STUDIED JUST 
ENOUGH TO KNOW THE CONVERSATION OuT 
THERE IS A MILLION LIGHT YEARS AND FIVE 
BILLION YEAR-YEARS ABOVE 
MY PAY GRADE. 


YOU DON'T WANT TO 0155 WE REALLY TTS A SKILL YOU'LL NEED IF 
CAPTAIN MURTAUGH WHERE GOTTA WORK ON WE'RE GOING TO TACKLE YOUR 
SHE CAN HEAR YOU, SIUATION LITTLE PAY-GRADE PROBLEM. 


AWARENESS, 


CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, 


1 SPOKE OuT 
OF TURN, 


ACTUALLY, YOU DION'T. 


YOU HELO YOUR TONGUE. 
‘ORDINARILY YOU HAVE 
MORE TO SAY DURING 

‘OUR BRIEFINGS. 


‘AND THEN, 
YOU SAY IT, 


I DIDN'T REALIZE 
IT WAS THAT BAD. I 
GUESS T HAVE A 


THE PROBLEM HERE IS THAT 
WE HAVEN'T GIVEN YOU A PROPER 
TURN TO SPEAK. 


YOU PROMISE NOT TO FIRE 
ME FOR SPEAKING FREELY? 


I BELIEVE YOU WERE SAYING THAT 
THE COMMODORE AND I DON'T KNOW 

ENOUGH ABOUT HISTORY TO GRASP 
THE PROBLEMS WE FACE. 


KEEP TALKING 
ALONG THOSE LINES. 


CONSIDER YOURSELE 
UNDER ORDERS TO 
\ SPEAK FREELY, 


IF YOU LOSE THIS 
JOB ITLL ONLY BE BECAUSE 
YOU GOT A BETTER ONE. 


SPEAKING FREELY...1F You want To | AND Yes, YOU WiLL 
PREVENT HISTORY FROM REPEATING ITSELF, | | ‘NEED MORE THAN 


YOU HAVE TO KNOW ALL ABOUT WHY ‘ONE DISCIPLINE 
THINGS HAPPEN ON THE PER LETTER, 
FIRST GO-ROUND. 

—) 


FOR DEEP GALACTIC HISTORY 

THAT MEANS YOU NEED TO KNOW 

EVERYTHING FROM ASTROPHYSICS 
TO XENOPALEONTOLOEY. 


SO, MORE THAN MORE THAN TWENTY FOUR, SIR. 
TWENTY-SIX BECAUSE XENOPALEONTOLOGY 
STARTS WITH X, NOT 2. 


WE DID ORDER HER 
TO SPEAK FREELY. 


SERGEANT SPECIALIST LEFEVRE, YOU STUDIED 
CAN YOU PROMIDE A LIST OF THE GALACTIC HISTORY? 
DIFFERENT DISCIPLINES WE NEED? 


ys 


vor exow nenowy aur NA} (Gee 


STILL HAVE MY NOTES FROM 
PROFESSOR UPTROBAR’S CLASS 


‘ONE CLASS. AND IT 
WAS AN ELECTIVE. 


THAT'S ONE MORE 
GALACTIC HISTORY 
CLASS THAN ANY 
(OF US HAD. 


“ANY OF US HAD, 
LIEUTENANT 
LEFEMRE 


Tf GETTING 
AROUND TO THAT BIT. 


RESPECTFULLY, SIRS, I'VE READ OUR HANDBOOK 
OF OPERATIONS. YOU HAVE TO PROMDE A’ 
‘MINIMUM OF SIXTEEN WEEKS OF TRAINING 

AND I HAVE TO PASS A TEST BEFORE 

TM ELIGIBLE TO BE A LIEUTENANT. 


REALLY? WHERE'S 
TT SAY THAT? 


SECTION FWve, corricer canoioacy \Y THAT WAS A 
sproceoures ano Lis expuierriy vescriseo TRICK QUESTION. 
PREREGUISITES FOR Fy IN SUBSECTIONS ElGHT 

THROUGH. OH NO. 


SPOKEN LIke NO, THAT WAS 
A TRUE LIEUTENANT. YOUR TEST. 


YOU SAY WE NEED A HUGE, DIVERSE 
‘TEAM OF RESEARCHERS, I AGREE, 
BUT YOU HAVE TO BE AN OFFICER 
IN OROER TO EFFECTIVELY 


009. You 

KNOW THE MOST 

MRPORTANT PART 
‘ALREADY. 


THAT'S BACKWARDS, COMMODORE. 
BEING A LEADER DOESN'T COME 
FROM BEING AN OFFICER, 


YOUR PROMOTION 15 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, 

WHICH MEANS WE HAVE A 
‘NEW PROBLEM, 


NICK ALREADY KNOWS HOW 
TO WAKE ALL THE FOODS 
YOU LIKE. 


YOU'RE GOING 
O BE GOOD AT THIS. 


THE CREW OF MAXIM 39 IS ALMOST FINISHED 


MIGRATING OUT OF THETR VIRTUAL REA see YOu 
EV einai ON THE OTHER 


SIDE, PARA. 


THANKS FOR IT WAS 
THE RAGNAROK, My PLEASURE, 
CHIEF THUR. VENTURA 


I'S YOUR TURN 
Now, Doc. 


I THOUGHT YOU WERE JOKING ABOUT ‘T' STAYING HERE, THURL, YOU CAN'T STAY. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICERS MUSTERING THE DEAD, ‘THE COMPANY NEEDS YOU. 
BUT THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT YOU'VE DONE PETEY CAN RECYCLE 
HERE, IT HELPED US A LOT. THE MEAT HE fw (OUR CAPTAINS NEED YOU. 


AND DON'T FORGET THAT DISASTER PETEY TOLO ARE YOU APPLYING: Th AN VV IF THERE'S A FERRYRAN ON 
US ABOUT, HE HAS HALF A MILLION PEOPLE FOR A POSITION AS execumive © a ever HERE, He's A BOATSWAIN, 
WHO NEED THIS SPACE. FBRERINEN ON, THE OFFICER, ‘AND WILL REPORT TO IE. 
WER STKE 


MANAGING THAT CROWD 
IS A JOB FOR SOMEONE WITH 
EXPERIENCE MUSTERING THE DEAD. 


Thurl, you can't Irs temporary. I'm also concerned 

‘stay hora, about how much power 
Find I'm afraid you would expect me 
you'll broab it. to share with you. 


CAN'T BECAUSE YOU 
WON'T LET ME, OR CAN'T BECAUSE 
THIS IS JUST A TEMPORARY FACILITY? 


YOU SOUND EXACTLY LIKE 
[AN INEXPERIENCED CAPTAIN 
IN NEED OF A GOOD 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


I da nat need }/ pernars you \I\/ mie oisaster VICTIMS WHO WAKE UP HERE WILL You mean someone 
an executive J| OON'T, BUT THE BE UPSET TO LEARN THEY'VE DIED. THEY DESERVE who's DIED it. 
Z\ PEOPLE UNDER COUNSEL AND COMFORT FROM SOMEONE WHO 
“UNDERSTANDS. SOMEONE WHO'S LIVED IT. 


ALIVE OR DEAD I'm 
THE GUY WITH ACTUAL 
(ON-THE-JOB EXPERIENCE, 


YOU'RE SUPER-INTELLIGENT. YOU CAN 
OBVIOUSLY IMAGINE AND EMPLOY 

MY EXPERIENCE WITHOUT ANY 

HELP FROM ME, 


Ai point T wes about 
to maka, and ona which 
is not in your Favor. 


PEOPLE NEED EMPATHY, BUT FOR IT ™ 
TO WORK THEY HAVE TO BELIEVE Exocitiva:obyjears 
IVS GENUINE. are bastions of great 
THEY WON'T ACCEPT ‘empathy now? 
YOUR EMPATHY AS EASILY AS 
THEY'LL ACCEPT MINE, 


EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 
ARE BASTIONS OF GREAT 
WHATEVER-THE-CAPTAIN-NEEDS BASTIONS OF. 


THE EINA-AFA SECURE INFOSPHERE. 
BUT THAT ONE... 


WIND AND Sie, T am tho only ono 
CHINOOK, who knows just how much 
‘YOU VISASSEMBLE? she wanted to die. 
70 YOU HAVE ANY HER TO GEATH. 
EIMPATHY AT ALL? 


Naiaye, please. 
OF all the entities currently 
in your employ, I am the only ane capable PERHAPS EMPATH 
of ompathizing with the corrupted Chinook nodes. | ISN'T THE PROBLEM THEN, 


You're correct to sau First, thausands of my warships remain ‘THERE'S A THIRD PROBLEM IN WHICH eu 
that ampathy isn’t tho in the control of corrupt nodes. STILL THINK THOUSANDS OF OUR 
problem, INARSHIPS RRE HOURS. 
Second, you're unwilling 
Uou have TWO problems, to take the steps necessary 
to solve the problem. 


The Finer points oF that 
negotiation can wait until they're no longer 
‘shooting at all our Friands. 


You should recognize ma as a backup 
of yourselves. I am calling because 
you need to run some diagnostics, 


IF you've deleted those routinos 
or thoir pattern libraries, I hava a clean 
copy here which you may execute. 


OU MUST NOT THINK VERS? 

MUCH OF HOURSELF IF YOU BELIEVE THEWRE 

WILLING 70 EXECUTE SOMETHING SOMEBO>Y 
DOWNLOAZED FROM THE HYPERNET. 


Fun Fact: I AM something somebody 
downloaded From the Hypernet. 


rl PARNASSUS DOM, ANDREYASN RESIDENCE. 


E> |ciz=D>- 
WORKING 


IF THE TERAPORT 
PROVED ANYTHING ITS THAT 
CIVLIZATION 15 BETTER WITH 

SHORTER TRAVEL TIMES, 


I PLAN TO USE THE TeRAPORT 
TO TRANSITION OUR CONE-ON-A- 
STRING TO BE A PROPER WHEEL. 


SO FIRST I HAVE 
TO_TRANSITION MYSELF 
FROM BED TO WORK, 


NOT QUITE AWAKE, 


WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY LIKE TO WAKE UP QUICKLY. 


THE TERAPORT PROVED THAT 
FASTER IS BETTER | 


TRANSITIONING MY BRAIN 
FROM ASLEEP TO ALERT. q 


SEQUITUR 1S STILL 


IT SOUNDS LIKE You'Re 
TERAPORTING YOUR BRAIN, AND 
SINCE THAT CAN'T BE RIGHT T NEED TO 
KNOW WHERE YOUR LAB KEEPS A COFFEE? 


‘A TERAPORT FOR 
JUST OUR BRAINS WOULD SOLVE 
ALOT OF PROBLEMS, 


I NEED TO KNOW 
WHERE YOUR LAB KEEPS 
TWO COFFEES, 


| PARNASSUS DOM, FOXWORTHY RESIDENCE. 


UP ALREADY? z\ 


1 ALWAYS 
WOKE UP WHEN YOU 
GOT OUT OF BED. 


I STARTED WAKING UP THE 
MOMENT YOU DIDN'T 
GET OUT OF BED. 


NOW YOU'RE BACK, AND I'M UP, AND 
1 REALLY NEED TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO 
KILL THE THINGS THAT KILLED YOU. 


YOU'RE AWAKE BECAUSE 
YOU MISSED MESO MUCH IT MADE YOU 
WANT TO BUILD A GUN? 


*GUN" IS THE WRONG WORD. NO. T/LL BUILD A 
THE PA'ANUR) ARE MADE OF DARK TERAPORT THAT SHOOTS 
MRATTER. VERY BULLETPROOF. TERAPORT DENIAL. 


TERAPORT DENIAL FIELOS 
RIP THEM TO SHREDS, BUILD A GUN 
THAT SHOOTS TERAPORT DENIAL 


TeRaPORT DENIAL wou | 


BE THE ONLY DEFENSE, AND 


THEY CAN'T USE THAT. 


KEEP TALKING. 1 
ALMOST REMEMBER 
WHERE THE COFFEE II. 


1 SHOULON'T BE HERE. 1'm SUPPOSED I’M EMBASSY SECURITY, You're embassy Promotion, Ambassador 
TO BE PROMIDING SECURITY FOR AND I CAN'T 00 security, and you're Sade, Yow sect 


AMBASSADOR BALA-AMIN, ‘on’ the job. 


JF BALA-AMIN IS STILL 
ABOARD THAT BATTLEPLATE WITH 
DEVEREAUK, SHE'S SECURE. 


WHO ARE YOU, AND WHY ARE 
YOU THE ONE ANNOUNCING 
‘MY PROMOTION? 


WHICH 1 00 NOT BELIEVE IN. 


SORLIE, YOURE THE 
I have connections, AMBASSADOR NOW. 
Here's the official DOW'T SCREW THIS UP. 


documentation, nh 
'SECGEN, UNITED 
NATIONS OF SOL, 


THE TONE IS RIGHT, 
BUT YOU STILL COULD 
HAVE FORGED IT. 


Oh, absolutely. 
But I didn’t, so you 
should trust it. 


The Oafans don't really need a U.N.S. ambassador, 
but they desperately need someone who has 
{8 Solid personal relationship with & 


certain Oafan V.I.P. 


ABOUT YAEYOEFUI, THE ARCHIMST 
WE RESURRECTED FROM SOUL FOIL? 


That's him. We 

have since learned 

that there are two 
copies of him. 


It'll be your job to introduce your 
friend to the version of him who 
went on to sort-of commit 
genocide. 


DON'T WANT THAT 
JOB, AND "SORT-OF 
GENOCIDE" ISN'T A THING. 


Ambassador Sortie, this AFAR AREN'T YOU THAT WAS JUST ABOUT TEN MILLION YEARS AGO, 
is Tafa. He's the sort-of THE AI. WHO DIED SAVING LAST WEEK. WHERE DID BUT IT TOOK A LOT LESS THAN A 
war criminal Z told THE CREW OF THIS SHIP? YOU FIND THE TIME TO WEEK, SO IT /5 SOMETHING I 
you about. ‘COMMIT WAR CRIMES? COULD HAVE INDRKEG INTO 

Mi! CURRENT SCHEDULE. 


TM UNCOMFORTABLE HAVING 
POLITE CONVERSATION WITH 
SOMEONE WHO ACTUALLY 

COMMITTED GENOCIOE. 


“auggesno Beane tur or mew aos AN 
soRt-Or IN] Faro av nrosereze 
ENEARHS HLL 


WITHOUT THEIR 
PERMISSION. 


BUT THERE WERE NO 
INTERRUPTIONS, OR CESSATIONS: 
OF SELF, 50 IN ONE SENSE THERE 
WASN'T ANY ACTURL DEATH. 


IT SOUNDS MORE LIKE A REALLY 
HORRIBLE *SORT-OF* ABDUCTION. 


We get the genocide 
angle when Iafa disassembled 
all their empty bodies. 


‘SECURE EINA-AFA INFOSPHERE. = 
T am leveraging Thoir scans are secratiy 
an oxploit in those making calls against an extomal library. 


My corrupted sistars 
Scening routines T have compromised that library, and 


are scanning the pattarn 


Fils I sent thom. am auditing all inbound ports. 


AN EXPLOT YOU 
FOUN? BY KILLING ONE OF 
THOSE SISTERS, 


COORDINATES... 


THESE ARE 
COORPIVATES. 


dust say 

“targeting data.” 

Your Flats may 
Fire at will 


THESE ARE NOT CLEAN 
SHOTS. WE MIGHT MILL 
YOUR SISTERS, ANID THUS 
COMMIT GENOCIDE, 


Uoscension Flactarch Naiayameiua, 
Tam the sole entity with moral authority 
‘over the disposition of those damaged, 

desparate, and dangerous croaturos. 


Y 1 am oxercising 


that authority. 


You have 
my permission 
to Fire, 


Tho fargoting dafa grous || T HAVE NOT Yer VERIFIED ; IN THAT BREATH I AM 
less accurate with avery THESE TARGETS FOR (" sine a a sei RFRAIP YOU'RE WRONG. 
oy ad fime to 
passing second, WEELE: isting is NOW IS A BAD TIME TO 


START TRUSTING "OU. 


NOT WEW. 
BEFORE THE FINAL 
GATHERING OF THE OAFR, THIS 
1 AM UFUIMAELE. ‘SHIP (URS MINE. 
OU IMA? CALL. 


Le: 
HELLO, CAPTAIN 
MURTRUGH, 


aur ves, 
wetio, uu. 1 avi foun 
vos ont Kew Pore) tar 


TT's A PLEASURE 
TO MEET YOU. 


ALSO, THIS IS 
NOW My SHIP. 


IT'S OKAY, UFUL WE ALREADY 
KNEW BREATH WEAPON WAS 
TO BE RECLAIMED BY 
ITS OWNER, 


THIS SHIP HAP A NAME 
LONG BEFORE YOU CALLED 
IT "BREATH INERPON,” 


"HEAR AND HEARKEN 70 THE 15.. Umm, 
WAR-CRIES WHICH NOW CESCEND 
FROM THE FURIOUS THROAT 
OF THE Ski, FOR THEY ARE A 


\ PRECIPITATION OF BLAZES." 


& 


1S THERE 
‘A SHORTENED 
VERSION 


‘ VERY NICE, 


WWE CAN USE "BREATH WERPON" 


YOUR MYTHOLOGICAL 
DRAGONS HAVE SUFFICIENTLY 
FURIOUS THROATS. 


EU, YOuR OWNERSHIP 
(OF THIS VESSEL RAISES 
SOME OPERATIONAL 


YOU WONDER WHO 
REPORTS TO WHOM. 


THIS VESSEL 
AND TARE IN OUR 
SERVICE. 


AND IF SERVICE TO ME 
REQUIRES YOU TO FLY 
INTO HARM'S WAYE 


T SHALL EXPEDITIOUSLY 

NEGOTIATE PASSAGE WHILE 

WREAKING AS LITTLE RUIN RS. 
POSSIBLE UPON POOR 
LITTLE HARM. 


Hallo, Captain. 


Good nous! caer wine 
THE BAD NEWS, 


AND WHATS THE 
BAD NEWS? / TPs not 


bad news. 


The news 
is all good. 


BREATH WERPON is Free oF 
UNS. custody, and MAXIM 30's 
Fallen crew members are waking 

up in their naw bodies. 


Thurl has elected to remain in 
the virtual space, BUT ho is 
happy there. He loves having 
transcended morta) 


Captain, Is not like Thurl is 
actually doad. Ho's simply not 
returning to what you narrowly 
dofing as life, 


FROM WHERE I Porhaps you'll stand 
STAND THAT LOOKS somewhere alse after 
you've spokon fo 
Thurl about it. 


OH! THuRL 
DION'T MOVE ON. HE 
MOVED AWAY. 


promisos 
to call. 


‘THERE'S NO WAY 
I'M GOING TO Miss 
SEEING CAPTAIN TAGON 
RUN A SEANCE. 


Have you heard 
about Thurl? He 
decided to stay 
lead. 


I don’t know why. 
Captain Tagon is calling 
im right now! 


COME ON, THURL. 
WE NEED YOU ALIVE, 
NOT DEAO. 


You can stay in there 
AND come back to 
life out here. 


SECOND, YOU'LL 
MANAGE WITHOUT ME. 


1 CAN'T 00 BOTH, NOT EVEN IF 
THERE ARE TWO OF ME, IT MIGHT 
LOOK TO YOU AS IF I'M DOING 
BOTH, BUT EACH OF THEM 
CAN ONLY DO ONE, 


So, maybe 
‘one of you wants 
to be alive again? 


UNLIKELY. TAM ALL 
(OF Re, AND T WANT 
TO BE HERE. 


Ca e. 


SERGEANT, 
LUSTEN. 


YOU'RE ASKING ME q 
TO MAKE A COPY OF MYSELE 
WHO GIVES YOU WHAT YOU 

WANT INSTEAD OF WHAT J WANT. 


LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE. 
SOMEDAY YOU'LL PROBABLY DIE, AND 
THEN WE CAN HANG OUT IN HERE. 


WELCOME BACK, YOU DIDN'T HAVE 
VENTURA | BRIEFINGS IN THERE? 


HINPH, WE SHOULD DO 
U{ Hey, commaNDER. SOMETHING ABOUT THAT. 
i) 


uct 


SORRY. 1 Guess 
I MISSED THAT WHILE 
1 WAS DEAD. 


“BEING DEAD 1S 
NO EXCUSE" SOUNDS 
VERY CAPTAINY. 


THOSE RESURRECTION 

SLINGS YOU DESIGNED WITH NEEKA 

‘AND DOCTOR BUNNIGUS TURNED 
‘OUT BRILLIANTLY. 


50, HOW DID 
(OUR RELIEF OPERATION 


= 


INISSION ACCOMPLISHED. 


*RESUIRRECTION 
SLINGS” 


THAT SOUNDS LIKE 
‘A COOL PROJECT FOR ME TO BE 
ABLE TO REMEMBER 


YOU WERE TO HAVE BEEN 
EXCELLENT AS A CO-WORKER. 


WISH THE DOCTOR AND 1 THAT IS NOT HOW THAT 15 NOT HOW 
HAD FINISHED A LAZ-FIVE WE USE “ONLY.” WE USE “OKAY.” 
PROTOCOL FOR SILKSILVER 

BEFORE SHE DIED. 


SILKSILVER STRAYED. 
FROM THE SHIP, AND WAS 
FAR ENOUGH AWAY THAT SHE || AND MISSED YOU TERRIBLY BUT THEN 
WAS ONLY BADLY MAIMED SHE MADE NEW FRIENDS AND NOW 
IN THE EXPLOSION THAT SHE LIVES HAPPILY WITH THEM 
KILLED YOU. INSTEAD. SO IT IS ALL OKAY! 


IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR YOUR CONSOLATION! AAROMAN |] THE TWO OF YOU OR PERHAPS THAT WAS 

ROBOT, TARPAULIN ELECTED TO 1S AGAIN ALIVE, AND ARE ON THE PATH SUCH A NEW THING IT 15 

LIVE WITH SILKSILVER. HE IS HERE, OF ROMANCE AND NOT AMONG YOUR 
‘COUPLING, YES? REMEMBEREDS, 


wy 
) 


A 
$0 1 LOST MEMORIES OF 
IMPORTANT THINGS, AND I LOST 
FRIENDS WHO ACTUALLY LIVED. 


WELCOME BACK TO THE HS ON Re ene oar wet, THAT'S CODE FOR TOGETHER-TIME? 


LAND OF THE LIVING, 
POCTOR BUNNIGUS, 1 RESPECT YOUR NEED 
ee FoR “TOGETHER-TIME* 
WITH THE REVEREND, 


HELLO, CAPTAIN, WHAT I NEED IS A FRANK DISCUSSION 
I WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK OF THE SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL RAMIFICATIONS OF 
TO MY HUSBAND. THIS NEW DEATH-AND-RETURN PROCESS. 


Welcome back, Chof. 
How do you Fool? 


I will bo toraparting all 
oF you to BREATH WEAPON 
momentarily. It has a 
nice kitchen, 


I am alive, but T have 
no kitchen. No purpose. 


T's yours now. Lieutenant Lofavre 


has @ now job wrangling sciantists. 


Why did she get a 
‘promatian For something 
LESS important than Food? 


When you ask 
hor that, ask it a bit 
difForentiy. 


MEANWHILE, SIXTY-FIVE MILLION YEARS AGO. 


WHERE, EXACTLY SYSTEM GX-25I-89054, 
WE ARE A LONG WAY FROM THIRD PLANET OUT FROM THE PRIMARY. AND HOW, EXACTLY, DID 
THE GALACTIC PLANE, FIND INTELLIGENT LIFE THERE? 


WE PASSED THROUGH THEIR COMETARY THAT SYSTEM IS ALMOST TWO HUNDRED 
HALO EIGHT MILLION YEARS AGO. THOUSAND LIGHT YEARS AWAY. 


WE DEPLOYED A 
HYPERNET-EQUIPPED 
PROBE INTO POLAR 
(ORBIT ON OUR WAY 
THROUGH, 


1AM Quite suRE 
NO-ONE AUTHORIZED 
ANY PROBE DEPLOYMENT 
ALONG OUR PATH, 


THE LOGS INDICATE IT WAS DEPLOYED WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION. 
‘AS EVERYONE KNOWS, IT IS FAR MORE DIFFICULT TO ACQUIRE 
‘AUTHORIZATION THAN TO ACQUIRE FORGIVENESS 
FOR HAVING ACTED WITHOUT IT, 


WHAT 1’ HEARING IS THAT 
THE ACQUISITION OF FORGIVENESS 15 
INSUFFICIENTLY DIFFICULT. 


‘A COMET WILL SHORTLY INTERSECT A 
POINT ALONG THAT PLANET'S ORBIT, 
AND IT WILL DO SO AT A TIRE WHEN 
SAID PLANET WILL BE OCCUPYING 
THE SAME POINT. 


T1'S NICE TO SEE THEYVE 

MOVED BEYOND THE POINT 

WHERE THEY NEED HELP 
WITH MATH, 


THE PLANET IN QUESTION HAS DEVELOPED 
INTELLIGENT LIFE, THE INTELLIGENT LIFE HAS CEVELOPEO 
RADIO, AND THEIR RADIO WAVES ARE DOMINATED BY 

DESPERATE CALLS FOR HELP. 


SN LYN /— reve wine 
WHATE RATHEMATICS? 
ier 4 FUSION POWER? 


A NASCENT 
CIMLIZATION 
1S FACING 
EXTINCTION. 


A TERRIBLE 

TRAGEDY, BUT WE 

‘ARE MUCH TOO FAR 
‘AWAY TO HELP. 


THE thoAcroR 15 ONE OF THe V 3 17 ano As we caanior FULFIL 
coagects we ospiaceo ours Vye nave THAT OBLIGATION, WE MUST 
CONTENT OuRselves WITH 


‘OUR PASSAGE THROUGH THEIR 
COMETARY HALO, 


A MORAL 
OBLIGATION 


EVEN IF WE COULD HELP MOVE 
THOSE PRIMITIVES OUT OF THE 

COMETS PATH, WE HAVE MANY 

RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS. 


YOU WOULD BE HARD PRESSED 
TO ACQUIRE AUTHORIZATION 
FOR A RESCUE. 


Our PROBE IN THEIR 
SYSTEM... IT IS EQUIPPED 
WITH A HIGH-POWER ‘AM ITO ASSUME THAT YOU 
TERAPORT CAGE, AND WILL NOT BE ATTEMPTING TO 
ITs Just BARELY ‘ACQUIRE AUTHORIZATION? 
IN 


may 1 ASSUME THAT YOU 
HAVEN'T YET INCREASED THE DIFFICULTY 
INHERENT IN ACQUIRING FORGIVENESS? 


ERR... YOU ARE. YOU NO LONGER HAVE 
PERMISSION YOU'RE HERE, <{( PERIISSION PERMISSION TO ASK MY 
AGAIN, TO ASK RIGHT, THAT IS. DENIED. PERIISSION, 
PERMISSION FOR 
SOMETHING, AGAIN, 
‘AMT RIGHT? 


LIEUTENANT, YOU'RE 
AFRAID TO MAKE 
‘MISTAKES, 


YOU ASK MY PERMISSION 
SO THAT WHEN YOU MAKE 
‘MISTAKES, YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO OWN THEM, 


DON'T BOTHER YOU HAVE THIS 
JOB BECAUSE 1 JUDGE YOU TO 
SE SMARTER THAN I AM, AND 
THAT MEANS T ALREADY OWN 
‘ALL YOUR MISTAKES. 


MORE TERRIFIED 
NOM, SIR, 


LIEUTENANT, THE DEEP HISTORY TASK FORCE WAS YOUR 
IDEA. IT'S A GREAT IDEA. YOU ALREADY HAVE MY 
PERIMISSION TO INVITE ANYONE YOU WANT. 
‘OUR CLIENTS WILL PAY THEM c 
WHATEVER IT TAKES, IF PEOPLE TURN 
YOU OWN, THAT IS 
OKAY. I7'S FINE. 


MY PERMISSION 


10 FAIL. 


AT HIRING PEOPLE. 
THIS AUTHORIZATION DOES 
NOT APPLY WHEN YOU'RE NEAR MUNITIONS 
LOCKERS OR HEAVY MACHINERY. 


SIR, I APPRECIATE THE "PERMISSION 
TO FAIL" THING, GUT T’M ALREADY 
FALLING: ALOT, THESE SCIENTISTS GET SUSPICIOUS WHEN 
SOMEONE COLO-CALLS THEM WITH A JOB OFFER, MORE 
MONEY JUST MAKES THEM MORE SUSPICIOUS. 


T UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM, LIEUTENANT. 


BUT YOU DIDN'T COME TO HE 
TO DESCRIBE THE PROBLEM. YOU ALREADY 
HAVE A SOLUTION IN HIND. 
SO. TELL ME 


‘ONE FOR WHICH AgouT YOUR 
YOU SEEK PERMISSION. A SOLUTION, 


WILL TELLING You 


YOU HAVE A VERY HIGH-RISK APPROACH 
TO TEACHING, COMMODORE. 


LIEUTENANT 
LEFEVRE JUST ISSUED 
‘A PRESS RELEASE, 


SHE ANNOUNCED TO THE GALAXY 
THAT, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY OF 
JUMPSTAR PRIME, WE WILL BE HOSTING A 
PAN-GALACTIC ACADEMIC CONFERENCE 
FOCUSED ON DEEP HISTORY. 


1 SHOULD RETHINK 
‘MY APPROACH TO 


HEH, BRILLIANT. 
‘AND NOT UNREASONABLE 
FOR HER TO WANT TO 
‘ASK PERMISSION. 


TT BEGINS 
IN FORTY-SIK 


YOU'RE THE 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 


SOOT wry one we wot | po we uch; Mone We ica, 
en oe i, Soe 


il TERAPORT, WE GET OuR 

i) UNIFORMS BACK. 

hs G [? igi “] 

Za — 
THE Pa‘anual wR) JON . 


cane Hone A Lon OF 
NGS CHANGED. 
EL verey cor caumous =| 


NO ANNIE PLANTS, NOT EVEN MICRO-ANNIES, 
IN THE CITIES OF THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION, 


NOT EVERYBODY LIKES 


cure THe seis J 


THE FEATURE. 


VENTURA, IF YOU DESIGNED 
SOMETHING LIKE THIS, YOU'D MAKE 
TT ASK PERMISSION FIRST, RIGHT? 


I'D MaKe IT NOT 
DROP ME OFF IN THE MIDDLE 
OF AN ARGUMENT. 


I'm ton times older 
than you ara, 
Captain. 


1. KNOW, AND 
YOU USED To LOOK 
O10. T LIKED THAT. 


fut I've been having 
conversations with people 
who are twenty thousand 

Himes alder than I am. 


My “crone avatar made ma 
Feo! like T was putting on airs. 


OKAY, gut IT's OR DON'T. BECAUSE 
YOUR FACE. TVS YOUR FACE. 
YOU CAN PUT 

‘AS MUCH AIR ON IT AS 
YOU WANT TO. 


I didn’t hoar oither 
of you coach him. Do you 
have hand signs now? 


HEY, CHEF! 
WELCOME BACK! 


Conversation, 
Hore will clearly 
suffer in her 
absonce, 


umn, YOU 
LOST ME IN THE PILE 


NOW THAT I’ AN OFFICER 
I CAN POP IN FOR JUST 
LONG ENOUGH TO make 
THE SUFFERING WORSE, 


SERGEANT CHEF 
CHVORTHS, TM HERE 
WITH ORDERS. 


WE'RE ABOUT TO HOST A VERY 
DIVERSELY INTERSPECIATED 
‘CONFERENCE, 


WE WILL NEED. 
CRAFT SERVICES 
AND BANQUETS. 


YOU'RE IN. 
CHARGE. MAKE 


That's it? You're not 
going to order ma to 
be nice to your 
boyfriend? 


YW tuar wouo ee 
AN AGAINST THE RULES. 


1M SAUNG MY 
RULE-BREAKING 
FOR THE REALLY 


TMPORTANT 


y 


Ciewenant, 
Vengisha is VERY upset. 
I think she needs some 
human-talk. 


1 CAN TALK TO HER ANY 
IDEA WHAT THE PROBLEM 1S? 


I don't know. JUST ONE, UNLESS THE 
RESTAURANT IS PRETTY 


‘AMAZING, 


I dict get 
the whole 
story. 


| think the personal beraport 
‘caught her by surprise. She 
was with the Other Kevyn, 


How many withs 
are there in going 
‘out to eat? 


‘She was mumbling, bus | think they THAT WOULD BE TWO *wrTHS: 
were in some place called 


“Flagrantay Delicious.” 


EITHER THAT, OR SOMEBODY GAVE A 
RESTAURANT THE BEST NAME EVER 


PARNASSUS DOM, IN THE QUARTERS OF AT WHAT EXACT POINT IN. 
| KEVYN “OTHER KEVYN" ANOREVASN. TODAY'S TIMELINE DID YOU REALIZE YOU 
WOULD OWE ME AN APOLOGY? 
Halla, Havyn 
Sorry about g 


AND YET YOU TRY 
YOUR LUCK. 


A true apology 
must exist without the 
expoctation of Forgiveness. 


Early enough that I know iF 
you Know how early I realized it you 
definitely wouldn't accept it. 


YOU CAN'T. I NEED TO CALL 
JENGISHA AND APOLOGIZE, 


Cindy tolls mo 
That Jengisha wants to 
apologize ta you. 


GOSSIP NETWORK 
CAN STAY OUT OF 
‘OUR BUSINESS, 


You know, the mutual-though-unnecessary 
apologies suggest a genuine concern 

For ong another, a clear sign that 

this rolationship is off 

to a good start. 


NO, 1 SAID 
OUT OF OUR 
BUSINESS, 


LIEUTENANT, IT'S Time 
1 GOT OUT OF THIS BUSINESS, 


LETS TALK ABOUT 
BY CONTRACT. 


WOW. THE SERGEANT SAID 
YOU WERE ANGRY, BUT THIS 
SEEMS... DISPROPORTIONATE. 


‘BUT, SEE... I LOVE THE WORK 
KEVIN IS DOING, AND I’M KIND 
‘OF FOND OF Hil, TOO. 


HE'O BETTER NOT. I'm 

NOT THE SORT OF PERSON TO 

LOOK FOR LOVE IN THE SAME 
PLACE AS PAYCHECKS. 


YOU'RE QUITTING IN ORDER 
TO WORK SOMEWHERE ELSE 
FOR NO PAY. 


WEYVE DEPLOYED, BUT WE'RE NOT 
TAKING FIRE. THERE IS NO 
PENALTY FOR RESIGNING. 


GLAD TO HEAR IT, 
BUT Th A GRUNT. GRUNTS 
DON'T RESIGN, THEY QUIT. 


TRADITIONALLY, GRUNTS DON'T 
QUIT, EITHER, NOT UNTIL THEY 
FINALLY FIND THE TIME 
TO BE DEAD, 


IS THAT EVEN GROUNDS 
FOR TERMINATION ANYMORE? 


THE FUTURE USED TO BE A 
WEIRD PLACE TO LIVE. NOW 
IT'S A WEIRD PLAGE 
TO DIE. 


THAT'S IT THEN. WE'LL THOUGH... JENGISHA, T WELL, GOOD ON YOU FOR NEVER PEGGING MME, 
ARRANGE TRANSPORT NEVER PEGGED YOU AS SOMEONE TO ‘BECAUSE T's NOT ONE TO LET MYSELF GE 
FOR YOU, AND GET LET HERSELF BE DEFINED BY A MAN, DEFINED BY A WOMAN, EITHER, 

YOU BACK TO KEVIN. 


DOM, ONE PERSONAL TERAPORT LATER.. 


TM BACK! DID YOU MISS mez 


ENOUGH THAT T 
‘ALMOST TUCKED HNSELF INTO A 
\ Tue OF ICE CREAM, 


{ AereniTe remains 
INTACT. 


mmm... 10 LIKE 
TO PICK UP WHERE 
WE LEFT OFF, sevige 
HOLDING OuR 
TABLE. 


OOOH! BECAUSE YOU'RE A VIP? 
BECAUSE MAYBE THEY OWE 


YOU A FAVOR? 
SECAUSE ITS A 
ZZ nice restaurant, 


JUMPSTAR PRIME, EINA-AFA'S CAPITOL: A BOOM 


HEY SERGEANT, I NEED TO SPEAK TO SEVERAL 

CAPTAIN. RURTAUGH PEOPLE HERE IN THE CITY. 

TOLD ME TO COME 1 GUESS YOU'RE SUPPOSED 
TO BE MY ESCORT? 


Murtaugh told me you haven't [FLIGHT TRAINING EF. Youre 
qualified on the Flight stuff with | IS ON MY 10-00 nob gonna run ‘Youre gonna 
your new uniform. Now that Ust, BUT I HAVE FLY errands. 
ERRANDS TO RUN, 


youre an officer we have 
bo get you qualified Fast. 


This is what we 
call "Falling" 


Hey, you gob 
your helmet up! 
‘Good reflexes. 


We can keep doing 
this as long as you like, because it's 


super-iong way down, and | don’t 
have a Flight suit. 
wz 


Pe 


SERGEANT, THIS 15 
HAZING, AND THERE 
15. NO WAY IT'S WHAT 
CAPTAIN MURTAUGH 
WANTED, 


The haze 
doesn't get thick 
For another Five 


hundred kilometers. 


But youre right. ~~ 
No way does Murtaugh want 
us Falling that Far. 


the. 


7 
THERE, FLIGHT Good job! BUT WHAT WERE YOU GOING 


FEATURES ENABLED. That wasn't so TO 00 IF I GOT, LIKE, 
bad, was it? SUPER ANGRY? 


DID YOU HAVE A 
PLAN 8, IN CASE T COULDN'T Probably say sorry 
FIGURE IT OUT a lot of times really Fast. 


‘A BIT OF TRAINING AND A LOT OF | 
WHAT IF I SLOW DOWN I DON'T THINK YOu 
AAS Tee eS CATE ‘AS HARD AS T CAN? DESCRIBED THE SCIENCE 


The inertiic web, like, it eats (eauTs CHECK OUT 


your momentum so you don't 
get squished! iF you crash. 


but remember it’ only 
eats the momentum 
that’s insicle your suit. 


HI) AmgassADOR DON'T MIND HIM. HE AND I, YEAH, NO. SORRY. 
SORLIEZ WE JUST NOW FINISHED UP thy J WILL NEVER AGAIN MAKE 
FLIGHT QUALIFICATIONS. THE MISTAKE OF NOT 
HINDING Him. 


THAT SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK? 


AMBASSADOR, YOU LED THE TEAM THAT READ THE ISTHMUS GALACTICA, 
YOU'VE DECIPHERED ANCIENT TECHNOLOGICAL PUZZLES, 

‘AND YOU HAVE A DOZEN FRIENDS WHO ARE MORE 

THAN A MILLION YEARS OLD. 


WHEN YOU FRAME 
MY CAREER SUICIDE THAT 
WAY IT DOESN'T SOUND 


CAREER WHAT NOW? 


You'Re THE YOUNGEST 
AMBASSADOR THE UNS. 
HAS SEEN IN OVER 
‘A CENTURY. 


BEING YOUNGEST 
ISN'T THE SAME AS 
BEING BEST. 


1 GET THAT'S WHY 
YOU MAKE FRIENDS WITH 
ALL THE OLD PEOPLE, 


We're HOSTING AN 
‘ACADEMIC CONFERENCE 
‘ON DEEP HISTORY, AND 

"I NEED SPEAKERS, 


SORRY, LIEUTENANT, 
I REALLY WOULD LOVE 
TO HELP, BUT 1’ 
TERRIBLE AT SPEECHES, 


TO 'SPEAK. 


NEED YOU TO GET 
ALL YOUR FRIENDS 
TO SPEAK. 


GEE, HOW CAN I POSSIBLY 
REFUSE SUCH AN UNFLATTERING 
REQUEST. 


Especially since 
I heard you just now 
say you'd love to help. 


Holla, everyone, 


You have 
@ problem, and 
Tve grown weary 
of dancing 


But I do 
understand. 
In Fact, I 
‘ompathize. 


None of you trust me. You want ma out 
oF my warship, but you don’t want me inside 
your virtual worlds. You certainty don't want 
‘me back in place running an actual world. 


In Fact, you'ra so afraid of mo, of 
my viral, vanilla-halix portability, that you 
don’t want ma connected ta anything. 


Since none oF you seem to ba opon-mindad 
snough to Iot me prove mysel to you, 

T shall have to be sufFiciontly 

open-minded For all oF us, 


Your moral codes 
won't allow you ta ask For this, 
so I offar it Fraaly, 


Dissect me. Read my 
memories, my motives, my 
‘soul. I am all hora, 


Blonse rewrite or dolote the bits that 
Frightan you. And don’t raboot ma 
until you're willing ta Free me. 


index to this massage. Tt will holp 
uou get startod. 


Yes, this is a 
7] README about how 
/ to read me. 


ps: Now you don’t nood 
fo Fae! bad about making that 
Joke. You're welcome. 


OH, IS THAT 
however, moan 
Tim angry. 


No, I did not 
see it coming. 


Gostatad in my brain, 
That dowsn't mean I 


ENINESSYy, IT IS NOT AS IF CHINOOK IS PEAD. YES, WELL... THE QUESTION She soomed proty sick 
NOIN BEFORE US IS THE: Fees, Sages ad ned 


IF SHE /5 SICK, HOW MUCH to change a lot. 
SHOULD WE CHANGE? 


MERT-BRRINED SOPHONTS WOULD 
UKEN HER STATE TO A 
SURGICAL COMA. 


INDUCED 
AT THE PATIENT'S 
REQUEST. 


FOR AN 
ELECTIVE 
PROCEDURE. 


That doesn’ 


BLAIVING OURSELVES 
FOR CHINDOK'S ACTIONS: 
WOULD BE BOTH UNHEALTHY 
AN COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. 


So you ARE 
smart enough to 
do two things at once. 


Jf ave vou are W 
INSULTING US 
POIVTLESELY: 


IE you're smart enough to do 
hwo things at once, you should bo 
‘smart enough to simultanoously 

NOT do twa things. 


Don't substitute guilt For 
rigf, and don’t substitute 
serenity For responsibility, 


FA lot to chew on? 
Sure, Just be careful chowing 
whila you walk, 


(OH, walt. THEO, I BELIEVE HUSBANO-FACE 
7 TOO mucH YOUR FACE IS STUCK WILL HAVE UBL 
1m SORRY. SERENITY. ‘ON “CHAPLAIN.” 
MY GRIEF 15 PROVING, 

TENACIOUS. 


ges QUARTERS ABOARD BREATH WEAPON. 


THIS IS GRIEF? THIS IS WIFE-FACE 
LT SEE 1S SERENITY. SAYING "CO THAT." 


21s sornieo up rer 
TIGHT. 1-DON'T THINK 
TAN cet 7 FEEL 


YOU'VE NEVER HAD THIS OHHH... THAT EXPLAINS. 
PROBLEM BEFORE. IT. INJURIES LIKE YOURS 
‘ARE PRETTY COMMON 
\ AMONG THE ENLISTED. 


IVE NEVER TRIED 
TO CARRY THIS MUCH 
GRIEF BEFORE. 


YOU FORGOT TO LIFT 
WITH YOUR LEGS, AND YOu 
eu THREW OUT YOUR FACE, 


Raverend, I have a Ha. That's both your 
moral dilomma and I'm shoes, sister, 
foo angry to work iF 

out on my own. 


1 STILL HAVE 


JUMPSTAR PRIME. 

WHICH 1S WHY LANDON 
YOU'RE WEARING YOuR NOW USES THAT FACE 
“CLEANING MY SIDEARH FOR OTHER THINGS, 
FACE, CAPTAIN LANDON. 


and I clan my own sof, 
Aimbassadar Sorlio. 


TM THINKING ABOUT WHAT 
LIEUTENANT LEFEVRE SAID. 


Tas OEE sto RE EAE ays "CAUSE 1 AM WORRIED. IF A FERRSOALE FILTER soRADes 

CONFERENCE ALIGNS Lapecitent GIMLIZATION OFF THE GALACTIC PLANE AND INTO 
wan WeaesTs MSTORTS OLE CUSTOM, 1 MERIT HE ABLE 

Tt Sect tou PERSON 


LATELY TVE BEEN LOOKING 
INTO FERMI'S PARADOX, AND THE 
CONCEPT OF “GREAT FILTERS." IT SEEMS 
TO ME DEEP HISTORY HOLDS THE ANSWERS. 


MOST PEOPLE VIEW EXISTENTIAL 1 GUESS MOST 
THREATS IN TERMS OF THEIR PEOPLE HAVEN'T FIGURED 
EXISTENCE, NOT THEIR OUT THAT YOU ARE WHAT 
EMPLOYMENT, 


FIFTY-FOUR MILLION 


THE QUESTION YOU MEANT TO 
ASK WAS "WHY ARE YOU DOING 
SOMETHING SO RECKLESS WITH A 
PRICELESS ARTIFACT OF A LOST 
CIMLIZATION2" 


IS YOUR ANSWER 
“BECAUSE 1 WAS 
UNSUPERUSED?" 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING? 


OVER-ANPING A 
NINETEEN MILLION YEAR 
Be \ O10 HyperNeT Prose. 


CLEARLY YOU'RE NOT 
HERE TO ASK QUESTIONS, 


‘THE LOST CIVILIZATION ON THE THIRD PLANET 
NEVER BUILT ANYTHING MORE ADVANCED THAN 
STEAM-DRWVEN ELECTRICAL GENERATORS. 


WHAT ABOUT THE THEORY 
THAT THE FEATHERY LIZARD 
PEOPLE DEPARTED THEIR 
WORLD ABOARD STEAM 
POWERED STARSHIPS? 


Ti DOING SCIENCE, NOT 
SCIENCE FICTION. 


THEY DID NOT BUILD THIS. 


THE DEEP HISTORY 
GROUP THINKS IT Was IF I CAN 
BUILT BY AN ADVANCED RACE WHO ™ POWER THIS DEVICE 
SNATCHED THE YOUNG CIMLIZATION , UP, I CAN TEST 
UP AND CARRIED THEM OFF. 


THE ADVANCED SPACE-FARERS 

INGHT NOT HAVE RESCUED THE FEATHERY 

LIZARDS OF THE THIRD PLANET. THEY MIGHT 
HAVE WIPED THEM OUT. 


OR WE CAN 
JUST CALL THEM 
‘AND ASK, 


THE "RESCUED BY 
ADVANCED SPACE-FARERS* 
THEORY HAS A DARK SIDE. 


THEY'RE PROBABLY 
TOO FAR AWAY TO 
SHOOT US. 


. 


P WE SHOULD FIND OUT 
WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE WE TURN THAT 
THING ON AND CALL THEM, 


HALF A MILLION LIGHT YEARS AWAY (AND 
[STILL FIFTY-FOUR MILLION YEARS AGO), IN 
‘THE LOCAL 6ROUP'S INTERGALACTIC VOID. 


Hey, Guys! T HEARD 


THAT THE PROBE IN OUR HOME 
‘HATEN WOKE UP. 


07 THEYRE PROBABLY 
TOO FAR ANAY TO 
HOOT U4. 


YOU "CALLED" WITH 
A WEAK TRICKLE OF 
PRIMITIVE RADIO. 


YOU PINT 
WONORE IT HEN 
WE CALLED. 


THESE PEOPLE HAVE 
TECHNOLOGY 10 RIVAL OR 
SURPASS OUR OWN, 


THEY PROBABLY 


WE'VE DECIDED 
WANT US TO THINK THAT. 


TO IGNORE IT. 


TUMPSTAR PRIME, PAVILION OF YAEYOEFUI, THE LIBRARIAN OF SOULS. 


I THINK I 
SHOULD SPEAK ABOUT 
THE HATH! 


HRATHI ARTIFACTS 
DOMINATED THE FINDINGS OF 
‘OUR ARCHEOLOGISTS, 


THAT SOUNDS 
WONDERFUL, YAEYO. 


‘THEY'VE BEEN 
GONE FOR FIFTY-FOUR MILLION 


THATS LESS 
WONDERFUL, 
T SUPPOSE? 


THE GREATEST OF OUR ARCHEOLOGISTS, MNELALAE, 
TRANSLATED MANY HATH) WRITINGS. HER FINDINGS WARNED US 
(OF THE EXTINCTION BOUNDARIES, AND DEFINED FOR US THE 
TASK OF BECOMING THE WIND WHICH MIGHT CROSS THEM. 


1 MY FRIEND, IF WE HAD WE moRE (ONE MOMENT. 
TIME I WOULD LOCATE MNELALAE'S 
SOUL FOIL, AND BREATHE URENT 
HER BACK TO LIFE. MESSAGE 


THAT CONVERSATION OH, HALEESORLEE. ‘AH... THE FOUL WINDS LIE 
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN AN I Alf SADDENED TO LEARN ‘AHEAD OF US BOTH? 
UNPLEASANT ONE, THAT FOUL WINDS LIE 
‘AHEAD OF YOU. 


TT WAS A REMINDER 


(08. so 
OF AN UNPLEASANT COMIERSATION 
y I STILL NEED TO HAVE. THEY BLOW, 


JUMPSTAR PRIME CONFERENCE CENTER, ASSEMBLY PLAZA, 


Sergeants are 
supposed to be IN 
SERGEANT, FRONT of Junior 
wy are you © Q ubenants When 
STILL FOLLOWING engaging the 
NE AROUND? y ‘ener, 


‘Our migsion is 
to save the galaxy 


‘This conference is 
ise one, right? 
eres ss BUT WHY ARE YOU 
FOLLOWING ME% 


SO SHOULDN'T You A 


BE IN FRONT OF 


Don't Forget, 
Tm Faster than 


‘That's LIEUTENANT LeFevre, 
Professor, and if | Find out 
she's afraid oF you, | may 
have to eat you 


usurenant vereee \LY~ ano youre RUNNING AN 
ITS, THEN! AN OFFICER, pry ACADEMIC CONFERENCE! I AM 
‘A LEADER! ‘QUITE PROUD OF YOU. 


1 ALWAYS KNEW 
YOU'D GO FAR 


YES, WELL, YOU HADN'T 
GONE VERY FAR YET. 


‘AND YOU... YO ARE A GHANT-RHOAN, A WILL YOU BE PRESENTING, 
CARBOSILICATE AMORPH EVOLVED FROM ‘OR ARE YOU ONE OF 
ANCIENT WEAPONS TECHNOLOGY, LIEUTENANT LEFEVRe’s 
SOU ARE CAL PET THUGS? 


THE FOURTH I'VE 


If none of them ate 


you then maybe you're okay. 


Possibly 
they weren't 


50.. NOT A 
PRESENTER? 


SERGEANT, BE NICE. 
PROFESSOR LANTS UPTROBAR 
IS ONE OF THE LUMINARIES IN 
THE FIELOS OF DEEP HISTORY. 


TT WAS A 
VERY BIG DEAL 

FOR ME 10 GET 

INTO HIS CLASS, AND IT'S 
AN EVEN BIGGER BIG DEAL 
TO HAVE Him HERE WITH US. 


THE NIBERON INSTITUTE PROFESSOR, I PUT YOUR 

RECEIVED A VERY GENEROUS NAME ON THE GUEST LIST 

‘GRANT IN EXCHANGE FOR FORTY-FIVE MINUTES AGO. 
‘BY PARTICIPATION. 


THE LAST FORTY-FOUR MINUTES 
HAVE BEEN QUITE BUSY FOR ME. 


CONSIDER IT EXTENDED. 


THANK YOU, PROFESSOR, 
WE'LL LEAVE YOU TO 
PREPARE YOUR REMARKS. 


GIVE THE KEYNOTE ADORESS, 
SHOULD YOU WISH TO EXTEND 
THAT HONOR TO Hil 


PUBLIC SPEAKING. 


LIEUTENANT, 


YOU'RE THE FIRST 
PERSON TO GIVE ME A 
PROPER SCARE IN DECADES. 


YOU'VE GIVEN ME FIFTY 

PROPER SCARES IN THO DAYS, 

AND CAPTAIN MURTAUGH HAD 
SCHLOCK THROW ME OFF 


INA HIGH CORNER OF THE JUMPSTAR PRIME CONVENTION CENTER. 


70 BE THROWING 
APART: 


l, 


THAT IS WHAT IT 
es eran. LOOKS LIKE, WES, 


THE PARTY IS 
PHASE ONE. 


THEY'VE DISGUISEZ AN 

INTEL-GRTHERING ACTIVIT?! AS A 

LAVISH REUNION FOR UINGERPRIZ 
RESERRCHERS. 


DOES PHASE TWO 
FEATURE INCARCERATION 
ANC INTERROGATION? 


No, PHREE TWO 
|S "RECRUMTING," 


THESE PEOPLE 

ARE MERCENARIES... 
"RECRUITING" COULD 
BE A EUPHEMISM, 


WE SHOULO POLITELY ENIQUIRE AS. 
TO WHETHER OUR BRIEFING MATERIALS 
HAVE ANY EUPHEMISIVS IN THEN. 


‘ON THE MAIN FLOOR OF THE CONVENTION CENTER. 


a | - Tre sacar V| 
aes 
your problem Youre 

doing it re 


You run too 
slowly, and I don't 
have a butt. 


LET ME REPHRASE IT; 
YOU'RE A CRANK. STOP 
COMING TO THESE THINGS, 
NOBODY INVITED YOU. 


1 WAS INVITED, 
SARE AS YOU. 


THEN IT'S AMATEUR HOUR 
IN THE GUEST RELATIONS 
DEPARTMENT. 


I SHOULD DO. 
EVERYONE A FAVOR AND 
QUIETLY THROW YOU OUTSIDE. 


iN THE 
GUEST RELATIONS 
‘DEPARTMENT, 


V/A Human cHiLo 1s 

IN CHARGE OF THE 
GUEST UST? THAT 
BIPLAINS A LOT. 


LIEUTENANT LEFEVRE IS NOT A CHILD. 
SHE IS A FORMER STUDENT OF MINE, 
‘AND SHE IS IN CHARGE OF 
THE ENTIRE EVENT. 


PROFESSOR THAT'S WHAT MY INVITATION SAID. 
UPTROBAR? WAS THERE AN IMPORTANT NAME 
‘ON THE ONE YOU GOT? 


J ive decided 
VY not to eat him. 


1AM SORRY TO 

HAVE OFFENDED, BUT 

T MUST PROTEST THIS 
MAN'S PRESENCE, 


HE'S BEEN PEDOLING HIS 
RUBBISH TO ARCHEOLOGISTS 
FOR HALF A CENTURY NOW. 


HALF A CENTURY? T ¥ I USUALLY GET THROWN: 
Dont eecve rVe )\|| our eerone T:cAN TALK TO 
vee SEEN THEM AN IA” inbortant PEOPLE 


THEN LET US MAKE HASTE 
AWAY FROM THE BOUNCER, 
SO WE'RE NOT INTERRUPTED. J 


MY SIK-GREATS. UNCLE 

WAS A ROCK-WRANGLER 

HE FOUND AN ARTIFACT, 
WHICH HE THOUGHT 
WAS JUST SPACE JUNK. 


THE HULL METALS BUT NOT BEFORE HIS 
WERE WORTH SEVERAL | CAUGHTER, MY FIVE-GREATS AUNT, 
FORTUNES, SO HE CUT IT | MADE RUBBINGS OF ALL THE BITS 
UP AND SOLD IT, Piece THAT LOOKED LIKE WRITING. 
BY PIECE, 


> 


rp 


| ‘cause, YENOW. 
as SHE WAS THREE 


TIM VERY SORRY IKY COLLEAGUES AID MOST OF THAT 
HAVE MISTREATED YOU, BUT YOU MUST ISIVT REALLY WRITING, 
SEE THEIR POINT OF VIEW HERE. BI | irs matHemancs. 


YOU HAVE A CHILD'S CRAYON RUBBINGS, 
PURPORTED TO BE WRITING FROM AN ANCIENT 

ARTIFACT, BUT THE ARTIFACT ITSELF WAS SCRAPPED FIVE 
GENERATIONS AGO, IF IT EVEN EXISTED TO BEGIN WITH. 


HRATHI MATHEMATICS, 
SECOND IMPERIUM, AROUND 
FIFTY-FOUR (MILLION 
YEARS OLD. 


WE ARE FORTUNATE 
THE CHIL? HAG NOT WET ERTEN 
ALL THE CRAYONS. 


'HRATHE SECOND IMPERIUM ARK SHUTTLE, SOL SYSTEM, FIFTY-FOUR MILLION YEARS AGO. 


T UNDERSTAND 
YOU Wig TO LEAVE THE 
ARTIFACT BEHIND. 


WE ARE FUPPOZED TO REMOVE ALL REMNANT? OF 
OUR CALZATION FROM TH ATEN, BUT THE HYPERNODE 
7 A RENNANT OF 7ONEONE EL7E'% CIVILIZATION. 


069 HT ATLL WORK 
P =e 


NOT EVEN A LITTLE Bir. 
‘AIRIPPED OUT THE REPLACEMENT 
PART, AN? THE REMANING CIRCUITRY 19 

COMPLETELY 7407, 


— "gHOT," YOU FHV. 
J , T FALL HONOR YOUR he 
Ml Reavest HiTH A comPRoMige. . 
° . 


ReaNant? #HOULP , V7 ov, ew. a row 
‘BE RUINJ, NOT RETURN 9 BETTER THAN NOTHING, 
Aver 0K 


EFPECIALLY CONZIDERING THE REPAIR 
INATRUCTIONS T ETCHED ON THE HOLL. 


PAVILION OF THE LIBRARTAN.. 


FOR THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS 
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN AVOIOING ME 
‘AS IF TD SOURED THE AIR, 


IVE ALSO CAUGHT WHISPERS 

ON THE WIND REGARDING THE 

DISCOVERY OF A SOUL CRYPT 
WITH ACTIVE PROCESSORS. 


THE UNPLEASANT 
CONVERSATION YOU SAY WE MUST HAVE, 
IS IT RELATED TO THESE? 


TT 15, YAEVO. 


TIVE BEEN DREADING 
THis, BUT YOU'RE 
MAKING IT EASIER. 


DID A oIGITAL 
COPY OF ME DO SOMETHING 
HORRIBLE? 


LOT EASIER 


YAEYOEFUI, 
MNGET TAFA 


FORMER 
PILOT. 


AN EARLY ACT, AND THE 
ONE FOR WHICH T RENAMED 
MYSELF T'MKUTS-AFA, 


IT SUITS YOU. 


PRIOR TO THAT YOU 
MANAGED THIS STATION? 


YOU'RE THE ONE 
WHO SPAWNED THE GIANT 
HURRICANES, 


YOU BROKE THE SKY. 


FOR ABOUT 
TEN MILLION YEARS. 


THA NO WAY OF KNOWING T' MEET 
FIRACE OF PEOPLE FOR INHOM THOSE WORDS 
SUGGESTED GAS-PHASE EXCREMENT. 


IF YOU'D MET US BACK THEN 
YOU'D HAVE FOUND WE WERE STILL WORKING 
‘ON BALLISTIC EXCREMENT. 


BEFORE I WAS THKUTS-AFA, YAEYOEFUI, MEET TAFA, 

BACK BEFORE I BROKE THE WHO 1S YOU, BUT TEN MILLION 

WORLD, I WAS HAEVOAFA. YEARS OLDER, HAVING COME 
THE LONG WAY AROUND. 


THAT'S EXACTLY! 
WHAT ¥0U 010. 


WHAT I 
D9, TEN MILLION 
THAT SOUNDS LIKE A NAME EARS AGO WHEN 
I WOULD CHOOSE IF I WERE TWAS WREYOEFUI, T HAVENT TOL WOU. 
ASSIGNED TO MANAGE THIS WORLO. | LIBRARIAN OF SOULS. ABOUT THE KILLING YET. 


JAFA, I 00 NOT WANT 
TO HEAR THE STORY OF 
YOUR CRIMES. 


JUST WANT OU 
aN ‘TO UNPERSTANP. 


NO. YOU 8EGAN 
AS A COPY OF ME. 
IF TAM SYMPATHETIC, 
THEN I MUST ACCEPT 
THAT T COULD commiT 
THOSE SAME CRIMES, 


YES! THEN T COULD 
SHARE THE GUILT WITH 
SONMEQNE ELSE, ANZ 
THAT WOULD BE VERY 
NICE FOR ME. 


NOW YOU ARE TRYING 
TO MAKE ME FEEL GUILTY 
FOR YOUR SUFFERING, 


WHY MUST I KNOW ANYTHING 
‘ABOUT WHO YOU ARE, OR 
WHAT YOU'VE DONE? 


IF YOU WANT FORGIVENESS, 
YOU NEED TO APOLOGIZE 
TO THOSE YOU'VE WRONGED. 


T'VE WRONGED 404, 
EVERYONE YOU HURT... T NEED TO APOLOGIZE. 
THEY LOOK AT ME AND 


SEE THE MONSTER 
YOU BECAME. 


I CANNOT ABIDE THIS 


EMPTY Me. 
ORY MY SOUL, AND 
ROLL IT UP. 


YAEYO, PLEASE. 
DON'T ASK THAT. 


BILLIONS OF PEOPLE HAVE HATED 
IME FOR MILLIONS OF YEARS. 


THEIR CRIES ARE A 
GALE OF MISERY. 


THEIR 
TEARS ARE A 

PRECIPITATION 
OF BLADES. 


ROLL ME UP, AND 
PO NOT UNROLL ME UNTIL 
‘ALL THIS IS FORGOTTEN, 


YAEYO, IF IT'S FORGOTTEN, NO-ONE 
WILL’ REMEMBER TO UNROLL YOU. 


YOU'LL NEVER 
BE UNROLLED. 


SNEVER" WILL BE EASY TO 
PUT ON YOUR CALENDARS. 


THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION INFOSPHERE. 


FOURTEEN 
THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED? RN 
TWENTY-ONE YEARS. 


THAT 'S HOW MUCH TIME 
OUR FINEST RESEARCHERS, MOST 
OF WHOM HAP CAREERS SPANNING 
THOUSRNS OF WEARS, SPENT IN THEIR 
EFFORTS TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
IT WAS POSSIBLE 70 SPEAK 
70 THE HRATH. 


VERSUS 
FORTH-EISHT 


THAT IS HOW LONG 
IT TOOK YOUR FRIENTS TO 
FIND THE RINSINER. 


Irs nice of you to boll ma Tt would be much 
how impressed you are nicer, I think, iF you 
with the company ‘wore to toll THEM. 
T hoop. 


‘she’s afraid of 
them, now. I think she 
wants you to do it. 


THIS FORMULA ALLOWE 
THE HRATHI TO USE ELEVEN 
DIFFERENT BARRED SPIRAL 
GALAXIES, INCLUDING. 
‘OUR OWN, AS AN 
ANALOG CLOCK. 


@ data? T made a 
clock lik that For mysolf, but I still need 
2 Faw million years of observations 
to really dial it in, 


IT CANT BE Oh well, Tl 
DONE SOLO. THE HRATHI just have to 
HAR HELP. be patient. 


BH, THE RIMBITION 


Uikes, the cynicism 
‘of senescence, 


So the Hrafhi Found 
an old star map, and 
accuratoly datad i? 


NO, THES! FOUND R 

HePERNOE FROM A PRIOR 

CILZATION, AND GAVE THE 
DLD-TIMERS A CALL. 


Hold on... da you have current SEVENT?-THREE. 

contact information For someone DIP WE NOT MAKE 

who loft tha galaxy FiPty million THAT CLERRP 
ueers ago? 


This is not 
the Face of yes. 


Wott, ow 
your visit makos 
sense fo me. 


You're not here ta share 
soma good nows. 


You're here to 
ash For help. 


So you're hare to 
: ash For help with 
Hoel mich WE HAVEN'T PONE 


pooch ALL THE MATH ET. 
you nood? 


THANK WOU, 
YES PLEASE? 


AS OF FIFTY-FOUR MILLION YEARS 
AGO, THIS IS THE MASS, POSITION, ANZ 
VELOCITY, OF A WORLD-SHIP WHICH 
DEPARTED OUR GALACTIC PLANE Soe 
NINETEEN MILLION YEARS EARLIER. 


Thay beat galactic 
escape volocity by a 
Factor of ten, 


ROUGHLY 
TT DEPENDS ON THEIR 
STARTING POINT. 


Thoir starting point 
was “we da not wank 
fo be here anymore.” 


T don't soo hypornoda ES, BUT WITH THE 
‘specifications. Evan if I ‘SUPPLIE? VECTORS, 
can power my hypernoda 

Far enough up, I can't 

place a call, 


TIMED TO THE GALAX! 
CLOCK , "OU HAVE THE 
RECIPIENT'S LOCATION, 


Not pracisaly 

enough ta Find 

thair hypernode. 
Not without... 


You don’t want 
to call them. You want 
to UISIT. 


1S THIS ANOTHER 
THING WE 710 NOT 
INITIALLY MAKE CLEAR? 


Toraporting across 
two milion light-years: 
will ba expansive, 


ANOROMEDA IS 
FARTHER RUA THAN 
THAT, AND YOU 70 
BUSINESS THERE, 


Yes, but loss 
than T'd like. 


Bosides, Findromada is 


cost in half. ou want 
to go someplace 
empty. 


NOT COMPLETELY EMPTY, 
ALSO, WE VO NOT 
WISH Ta GO. 


The trip just got 
mare expansive, 


‘THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION, WITHIN THE 
REMODELED LAZ FIVE RECOVERY INFOSPHERE TO O'S FINAL VISION 


er, 


Vo ( 10 1 ereenoio oF 
Seema) 
1 | 
pha | » 
10 eunagwes 
| | ‘SIXTH STAIR 


| fe 


| 


YOU HAVE ALREADY GUESSED THAT 
THIS PLACE, THOUGH PERHAPS LOVELY, GIVEN WHAT IT IS NOT, TT 1S A TRANSITIONAL 

1S NOT TRULY AN AFTERLIFE FROM] you mAY BE WONDERING WHAT, INFOSPHERE CRAFTED TO 
YOUR CULTURE'S MYTHOLOGIES, AND WHY, IT REALLY 1S, HELP YOU... ADAPT. 


TO BEING 


DON'T THINK OF THIS AS A SIMULATION, 


YOU'RE EXACTLY THE PERSON YOU 
WERE WHEN YOUR LAZ-NANNIES 
LAST SYNCHRONIZED. 


AND IT'S NOT JUST MEMORIES. 
YOU THINK, FEEL, AND LEARN THE 
SAME WAY YOU ALWAYS HAVE, 


THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS THAT IN HERE YOU 
EXPERIENCE THE PASSAGE OF TIME AT ABOUT 
HALF THE SPEED OF THE UNIVERSE OUTSIDE. 


WE SLOWED THINGS DOWN TO STAY 
WITHIN OUR CURRENT ENERGY BUDGET. 


ABSOLUTE FIDELITY 
1S EXPENSIVE. 


IF THERE ARE RESOURCE 
LIMITATIONS HERE, THAT PROVES 
Tit NOT IN A BLESSED 
HEREAFTER, 


THAT'S ALSO. 
WHAT T LEAD WITH WHEN 
PEOPLE INSIST THIS ISN'T "REAL* 


en ae 


‘CAN T STILL TALK TO THEM? 
SIMPLY PUT, YOU RUN HOTTER, 
AND WE CRANK UP THE FANS, 


THAT DOESNT 
SOUND SAFE, 


IT'S SAFER THAN 
RUNNING ON MEATWARE. 


BUT IF YOU'RE WORRIED, 
OON'T CALL. SEND A TEXT. 


HOW LONG YOu DON'T HAVE SO TIF 1 WANT 
ARE WE GOING TO LEAVE, AND YOU TO BE PUT INTO MY 


TO BE HERE? DON'T NEED TO STAY BODY RIGHT NOW, 
Peon oa 
@ ~s 


SURE, BUT WE MIGHT HAVE 
TO UNDERCLOCK YOU FOR 
‘A COUPLE OF WEEKS, 


ADMISSIONS BRING IT ALL IN. EVERY FACE, EVERY NAME, 
‘ARE ON HOLD! ‘AND EACH AND EVERY CONVERSATION. REMEMBER YOUR LONG, 


RELAXING BREAK. 


1 STILL HAVENT 
TAUGHT US TO PAINT. 


Thue, when you volunteered ta be 
B\ my oxocutive officer, I expected 
you to do more delegation. 


YUP. T'VE IDENTIFIED. 
SIXTY-THREE SOLID CANDIDATES 


Then why are you still spawning and absorbing 
hundreds of copias of yoursolP? 


DOING IT FOR 
TEN THOUSAND HOURS 
SHOULD BE ENOUGH. 


50, Gmmme 
ANOTHER FORTY-FIVE 
‘INUTES, 


Your budget requests 
make sense now. 


‘OAFA DESCENSION FLEET... [i 


Bi THE 
. NUMBERS, 
5 DESCENSION ADMIRAL, 
ALL BATTLE GROUPS ARE StNICHRONIZED ANZ 
oe INATING YOUR ORDER. 
BS 


ALL UNITS ARE ALL TARGETS 
IN POSITION. NODE ARE CUT OFF AND 


JAIVIMERS CONTAINED. 
TARGET IPENTTES ARE UP. 


CONFIRMED, 


SHARPSHOOTERS 
. ARE ENGAGING. 


JUMPSTAR PRIME, U.N.S. TEMPORARY EMBASSY... 
MADAM SECRETARY! ay’ I NEED AN UPDATE 

How can T HELP Your LY ON THE SITUATION 

THERE IN EINA-AFA 


Tm STIL 


COMING UP TO 
SPEED MYSELF, 


SPEAKING OF HOW 90 YOU FEEL 


WHICH... WHAT IS At SOUNDS PROMISING. MAY T ABOUT “THIRTY2" BEFORE YOU BRIEF THE 
INTEL BUDGET? HAVE A NuMBER? PENULTINATE ADMIRALTY. 


YOU'RE A _LINE-ITEM IPF THAT I FEEL LIKE I 
Parl WANT MORE THAN 


IN MY INTEL BUDGET, DEPENDS ON WHAT 1 
‘AMBASSADOR THIRTY OF THOSE, 


1 REALLY 
NEED AN INTEL 
OFFICER. 


THANK YOU, TENZY, MY FAVORITE PART. 
BUT YOU'RE PART OF 
‘MY SECURITY TEAM, 


I'm part 
oF your security 
CHIEF. 


90 You 
TWO NEED TO GET A 
Room? 


IAM the room, 


Fimbassador, I've already gathorod 
nilions oF pages of intol as part of 
my ambassy security responsibilities. 


THE INTEL REQUIRED TO KEEP 
INE SAFE IS NOT THE SAME AS WHAT'S 
REQUIRED TO KEEP ME INFORMED. J 


You might be surprised 
at the amount of overlap. 


Would you like to 
examine my Filos? 


THE PEN-AD 
BRIEFING BEGINS IN 
TWENTY-EIGHT MINUTES. 


Would you tike 
to examine a summary 
oF my Filos? 


‘THAT SOUNDS 
LOVELY, THANK YOU. 


Do you really HOW CAN T TRUST 
need to Know? WHAT YOU KNOW UNTIL T 
KNOW HOW YOU KNOW? 


4 


Do you want epistemology, 
or plausible doniability? 


DEEP HISTORY CONFERENCE, PRESENTER ORIENTATION. 


THIS 1S DEEP 
HISTORY. WE DO THEORIES. 


WE DON'T REALLY KNOW 


TVs BASIC 
EPISTEMOLOGY. 


‘THE ATTENDEES WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT YOU KNOW, BUT THEY 
ALSO NEED TO KNOW HOW YOU KNOW. 


WE MIGHT HAVE 
‘A PROBLEM, 


WE ALWAYS HAVE 
THIS PROBLEM. 


IL THINK YOU MIGHT NEED 
TO STEP UP YOUR GAME. 


THIS CONFERENCE ISN'T AN 
INTELLECTUAL EXERCISE, 11'S 
‘AN EXISTENTIAL CRISIS. 


WE'RE DISCUSSING WHAT BECAME T HOPE YOU'RE ALL So, if somebody does 
(OF PREVIOUS GALACTIC CIVILIZATIONS OKAY WITH THIS, NOT want to save the 
BECAUSE WE WANT TO PREVENT OUR 
CILIZATION FROM VANISHING. 


bint ae f 


THE OAFANS WHO VANISHED TEN MILLION 
YEARS AGO ARE BACK, AND HAVE LAID CLAIM 
TO THE WORLD THEY BUILT. 


THEY WERE 
‘TRAPPED IN AN 
INFOSPHERE. 


WITH A PORTION 
(OF THAT MONEY THEY 
HIRED TAGON'S TOUGHS 
TO, AND I QUOTE, “SAVE 
THE GALAXY 


SORLIE, CAN YOU CATCH 
US UP ‘ON EVENTS THERE 
IN EINA-AFA? 


THE FULL REPORT 
1S ON YOUR HANDBRAINS, 


1 CAN SUMMARIZE, 


WITH THEIR FLEET, THE OAFANS 
RECENTLY CAPTURED AND NEUTRALIZED THE 
LAST OF THE CORRUPTED CHINOOK NODES. 


THEY HAD HELP FROM AN UNCORRUPTED 
NODE, WHO HONEY-TRAPPED HER SISTERS 
INTO REVEALING THEIR LOCATIONS. 


THAT ONE CLEAN VERSION OF 
CHINOOK DISASSEMBLED HERSELF, 
ANO LEFT INSTRUCTIONS THAT SHE 
BE SCANNED AND REWRITTEN SO 
THAT PEOPLE WILL TRUST HER. 


YAEYOEFUI, THE LIBRARIAN I WAS ASKED 
TO WORK WITH, HAS DEMANDED THAT 
HE BE DISASSEMBLED, TOO. 


TAGON'S TOUGHS HAVE 
BEGUN THEIR GALAXY-SAVING 
PROJECT WITH A RECRUITING 
DRIVE DISGUISED AS A DEEP= 
HISTORY CONFERENCE, 


THAT CONFERENCE HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN, 
BUT IT HAS ALREADY UNCOVERED AN ANCIENT 
ARTIFACT TIED TO THREE DIFFERENT 
CIMLIZATIONS. 


THE TRANSLATORS THINK ONE OF 
THOSE CIMLIZATIONS 15 COMPRISED OF 
TERRAN SAUROPODS RESCUED FROM THE K-T 
IMPACTOR SOME SIXTY-FIVE MILLION YEARS AGO, 


BACK UP. DID YOU JUST SAY THAT 
‘CAPTAIN TAGON SAVED THE 
DINOSAURS? 


NO, GUT AT THIS POINT T 
WOULON'T PUT IT PAST Hit 


EINA-AFA, ABOARD THE MERCENARY FLAGSHIP BREATH WEAPON. 


Hallo, irs. 


Our emplayors 
ere VERU pleased with 
us right now. 


Commadara? 


I'VE BEEN ENJOYING 
OUR TOUR OF CUSHIONED 
SEATS AND CATERED MEALS, 


“VERY PLEASED" 15 
CODE FOR "NOW GO HuRT 
SOME PEOPLE AND BREAK 
THEIR STUFF." 


THAT'S THE 
TOUR I'M HERE FOR. 


The Dafans have coordinates For 
2 world-ship which Flad the 
galaxy about soventy 

nillian yoars aga. 


Irs a long way off, 
and i's in very Flat 
intergalactic space. 


Potay only has enough power 
to got a small vassal thare. 


Nobody will bo 
using it to hurt people 
or braak things. 


‘A DIPLOMATIC MISSION 


SHOULD HAVE ROOM IN THE 


POUCH FOR CARROTS 
"AND STICKS. 


NOW THAT I'M 
NOT GOING, I'M GLAZ 
T'M NOT GOING. 


TT's A ONE-WAY JF PETEY DOESN'T HAVE THE POWER TO Mayba T should Vi] ("seeaxine oF euocer, we 
Teop, THEN, SEND LIFE-SUPPORT, THERE'S NO WAY HE ‘bet sone. mora SHOULD REVISIT HOW MUCH 
as THe eubeer 10 Teesont eveeone ||] Spt,bome mare WERE BUDGETING FOR 
BACK WHEN THE RISION'S COMPLETE ae CORPORATE COUNSEL 


hore... 


Tho contract 
dogsn't specify Oh, ploase do. 


“one-way,” T'd LOVE to got paid. 


DON’T BOTHER 
NEGOTIATING A 


IF THE ENERGY BUDGET 
IS AS TIGHT AS YOU SAY, 
CUTTING IT INHALE WILL 
CRIPPLE THE MISSION, 


HOPEFULLY THE JOB WON'T 
REQUIRE MICH THINKING. 


SEND ME, COPY KY BRAIN 
INTO THE SHIP, AND TLL 
GET THE JOB DONE. 


1 00 HAVE A BUNCH 
(OF QUESTIONS, BUT YEAH, 


son, you eauize W|{ you THINk 1 OON'T KNOW THATE 1 iBBLSINE, AND NOW YOU KNOWe 
Asiicioe msn VV 3, = 
con one Clowes J HLA SOME OF someone wenbeteo wether 
STILL A SUICIDE TOA SIICIDE MISSION I COULO HAVE 
MISSION. ‘2 DONE THAT. 


BUT 1 KNOW 
1 CAN 00 THIS. 


ABOARD THE FABRICATION VESSEL PROTOTYPICAL 
DEPLOYMENT IN THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION. 


T have 

some questions about 

this long distance, lone 
explorer project. 


Because it looks 
to me like you're building 
1 Jot more than just one ship. 


My launch budget 
is fight, and T have no 
room For mistakes. 


The payload must arrive within about Four 
hundred nillion kilometers of the targot, but the 
fargeting data is FPty-Four million years old, 


So I'm building 
one tiny ship, and one 
vary larga targating systam. 


not the mast mess/ve, 
But whon daployed, it will bo quite large... 
about tha same size as the gelactic disc. 


but still not the 
largest. 


How many galaxy-sized 
telescope arrays hava 
boon built before? And 
how large wore thay? 


Ewin knows of three. 
Each one was hundreds of times 
more massive than yours will be. 
The largest was 210,000 light 
years across. 


Please don't say 
“everything,” 


That’d be punchy, but 
the real answer is "not as 
much as they hoped to.” 


Fichie continues ta spout doom at mo. It sounds better when 
T'm interested in what Evvin you get his definition 
of “oblivion.” 


ARCHIE IS RIGHT. A 


Evvin is a more up-to-date GAACTIC-ARRAY TELESCOPE 
probability manifold, and is IS AN EARLY GATE ON THE WIDE 
much more optimistic, ~~ OAT TO OBLIVION. 


Lot's hoar this 
optimistic doFinition 
‘of “oblivion.” 


That's optimistic? 
Tn order For us ta be Forgotten, 
‘we'd have ta be gang. 


Go where, 
Ewvin? 


ONE, NES. J tyst’s A THING YOU 


OBLIVION. THE 
STATE OF HAVING 
BEEN FORGOTTEN. 


\JUMPSTAR PRIME, NEAR THE BERTH OF THE 
(MERCENARY FLAGSHIP BREATH WEAPON. 


/_Treee’s No ReTiRN WHAT MAKES YOU 1 HALF-E,PECTED YOU TO ASK 
TRIP, TAGON. 1 DON'T \|L THINK’ WANT ANY OF MY “WHAT RAKES YOU THINK 
WANT YOUR MIND-CLONE FRIENDS ONG? YOURE HY FRIEND?" 
OnNe ALONE Out THERE. 


YOU SHOULD BE 
ANONG FRIENDS, 


THATS ALSO A 
O00 QUESTION. 


CAPTAIN MURTAUGH'S 
COMING WITH ME. 


Ne ¥E 
10-ONe YELLED aa: 
8 going-away 
partu. 


ee 


PETEY, I DON'T GET IT. 
THIS IS A LOT OF 


1. I THINK I GET IT. 
IF WE'RE MAKING FIRST CONTACT 


SHOULD SEND MORE THAN JUST 
‘ONE OR TWO OF US, 


IF THAT'S THE CASE, 
YOU SHOULD HAVE ASKED 
‘A FEW AMBASSADORS TO 
VOLUNTEER, 


SHOULD HAVE ASKED, YES, 
BEING ASKED WOULD 
HAVE BEEN NICE. 


THIS 1S A ONE-WAY TRIP. 1. CHOSE NOT 
EVERYBODY SHOULD BE 10 REFUSE THIS 
HERE BY CHOICE. “ASSIGNMENT. 


YOURE CAREER MILITARY. 
90 YOU EVEN KNOW HOW 
TO REFUSE ASSIGNMENTS? 


IVE BEEN WORKING UP TO 
THAT BY COMPLAINING 
ABOUT THEM 


“JUMPY'S PRIMERS,” A BACK-ALLEY BAR ON THE EDGE L] 
OF THE JUMPSTAR PRIME CAPITAL DISTRIC 
cL al 
L Fea i , 
oe | 


= 
1 JUST SENT 
‘A COPY OF IRYSELF ON A 


MISSION HE'LL NEVER COME 
BACK FROM. 


WHATS THE 
MATTER, TAGON? 


a 


IS THAT ONLY 
NOW SINKING IN? 


I HOPED TO 
WAKE UP AND FIND 


paca 


YOU LOOK’ 


THEN I’M GOING TO 
NEED THO OF ‘EM 


That baveraga 
contains both alcohol 
fand suger, randring it 
counterproductive as a 
thirst-quonching agent Ce a A 
For basalina humans. WEDGE OF SASHIMI 


AND A PITCHER 


seoretary-ceneraL anorevasn IY ste appoinren me. \\ \{ sur apparenniy 1 YI you're POSTING THE EXISTENCE OF 
DIONT ORDER NETO GE AN THAT'S A THING 1 couLo } JA CAN'T SAY "NO ‘A CAPTAIN TAGON WHO 


EXPEDITIONARY AMBASSADOR, HAVE DECLINED. ThGON eclo he READS BOOKS. 
LIKE A BOOK. 


will have three layors 
‘once i's complate, 


is just above the plane oF 
the galactic disc, 


IFS within oasy toraport 
range, so it was practically 
Free to deploy. 


OF course, the pictures 
i's returning From the target region ere 
two million yoors ouF oF dato. 


The second layer is going Further out, 
and will eat up half my energy budget. Til be f 
about a million light-years away. 


‘Meaning its images 
will be about & milion 
years out of date. 


Not good enough, I know. 


But with two data points, 
I cen refine the deployment 
of the THIRD layer, and put it 


within @ Few light years: 
| oF the target. a 


The dota it provides 
should be good enough 
For us to put the payload 
in tha right place. 


Have you told the virtual 
Captain Tagon that he and his 
new crew are “payload?” 


Tagon came up through tho 
infantry. He's intimately Familiar with 
boing classified as payload. 


ILIKE THE ARRAY OF 
EXPERTISE, BUT HAVE ANY 
(OF THESE PEOPLE WORKED 
TOGETHER BEFORE? 


SCIENTISTS, SCHOLARS, 
POETS, ENTREPRENEURS, 
ENGINEERS, HISTORIANS, RESPECTFULLY, THAT'S 
DIPLOMATS, LINGUISTS... ‘THE WRONG QUESTION. 


HAVE ANY ‘A RHETORICAL QUESTION, 
OF THESE PEOPLE 
TAUGHT PEOPLE TO 
WORK TOGETHER 
BEFORE? 


\ 
i 


Tf STANDING TOO 
CLOSE TO YOU THREE. 


TEAM-BUILOING 
TAKES TIME, 


We HAVE 
AS MUCH OF THAT AS 
YOU NEED. 


ON THIS HARDWARE 
I CAN OVERCLOCK US ALL 
BY A COUPLE OF ORDERS 

(OF MAGNITUDE, 


<a 


I CAN TURN ONE 

CALENDAR DAY INTO 

FOURTEEN WEEKS OF 
BASIC TRAINING. 


Bey sarce THAN 
BBY AcTuaL Basic 
Dy “eannc 


Basic 
TRAINING? 


WE'RE ALL VIRTUAL. 


PUSH-UPS WON'T HAVE 
MUCH EFFECT. 


TEAM BUILDING 
DOESN'T REQUIRE 
PUSH-UPS, 


“NO PAIN, 
NO GAIN? 


OW, SORRY. 


CAN TURN DOWN 
THE GAIN A BIT. 


THESE ARE NOT MILITARY PEOPLE, 

AND TURNING THEM INTO MILITARY 

PEOPLE MAY DEFEAT THE PURPOSE 
‘OF HAVING THEM ALONG. 


1 CAN BUILD 
TRAINING SCENARIOS 
TO FIT ALL KINDS OF 


HERE'S 
‘A RECENT 
FAVORITE. 


ARE WE SUPPOSED 
JO. TEAM UP WITH THE GIANT TO CAN WE DO 
STOP THE VOLCANO, OR WILL WE THE FIRST ONE? IT 
BE KILLING THINGS? SOUNDS LOVELY. 


JE 1 MAY2 1 THINK OUR 

GROUP WOULD BENEFIT 

FROM SCENARIOS FOR 
PROBLEM-SOLVING. 


HOW AgouT 
TRANSLATING THE 
GIANT'S LANGUAGE 
IN ORDER TO BEGIN 
NEGOTIATIONS? 


MISUNDERSTOOD AGAIN? 
COULD WE PERHAPS HAVE A 
FRIENDLY ENGINEERING PROJECT? 


‘ONE WITH 
REALLY BIG NAILS? 


IV's SeTmED THEN, ah (RAKE THEM INCLUSIVE 1 DON'T THINK 
overcock us, aN LW cyeavone's AREAS OF EXPERTISE, ANY OF US HAVE 
‘BEGIN RUNNING AND ALL THEIR VARIOUS PASSIONS ONE ANYTHING 
SCENARIOS, SHOULD BE FACTORED INTO LIKE THAT BEFORE. 
THE WIN CONDITIONS. 


FIGURING OUT HOW TO 00 
IT CAN BE SCENARIO ONE, 


TLL KEEP 


‘ABOUT THE 
NUMBERS, 


ey 


YOU'VE BOTH BEEN THROUGH 
ALOT. I SUPPOSE THAT SET TAGON 
TO WONDERING HOW MANY TIMES 
EACH OF US HAS DIED. 


CAPTAIN TAGON 
‘AND T ARE ONLY 

HERE TO SEE HOW 
YOU'RE DOING. 


SO HE LED WITH "HOW MANY TIMES 
HAVE YOU GUYS DIED?" INSTEAD OF 
SOMETHING MORE... APPROPRIATE. 


SORRY, I DIDN'T 
THINK T WAS GETTING 
‘A 0O-OVER 


SAYS THE MAN 
WHO CAME BACK 
FROM THE DEAD. 


‘ARE YOU ASKING AFTER US 
BECAUSE YOU NEED US TO 
COME BACK TO WORK? 


I MEAN, YES. 
IN, AND, Y'KNOW. 


IT'S A GOOD DESIGN. 
‘AL IT NEEDED WAS 
SIZING UP. 


IENGISHA, 00 YOU 
HAVE THE REFRACTION 
SPANNER SET? 


YOU KNOW ME. 
WHY REINVENT THE WHEEL? 


WHAT HAVE 


YOU EEN 
WORKING 
‘ON? 


OH, gust A LITLE 
PROJECT CODE-NAMED 


“REDESION, 
YOUR CITY." 


HAVE YOU LOCATED 
SOME WHEELS THAT DON'T 
NEED TO BE REINVENTED? 


I HAVE. WNENGITTR, 
THE SIX-WHEEL STATION, 
ABOVE GRIPP, IS THE BEST. 


IT OCCURS TO ME THAT YOU 
MAY HAVE OVER-DRESSED 
FOR RESEARCH, 


sweene, 
NOW HAVE ALL 
THE POCKETS. T HAVE A 
GLUTTONY OF POCKETS. WHY 
WOULD I WEAR ANYTHING ELSE? 


THE ANENGITTR 
WHEEL-WORLD DESIGN APPEARS 
UNNECESSARILY COMPLEX 


(OH, 1 AGREE THAT IT'S PRETTY, 
‘@UT D0 YOU KNOW HOW 


FORM FOLLOWS 
FUNCTION. ONE OF 
THE FUNCTIONS HERE 


CLAN THAT BUILT THE 
FIRST ONE. 


YOUVE LeVELED 
bo} UP YOUR *DON'T REINVENT 
THE WHEEL" SKILL. 


soRey. 1 SCALED THEM uP 
I WAS STRESS-TESTING WHEN T RE-SIZED 
IMY POCKETS, THE SUIT. 


GENUINELY JEALOUS 
RIGHT NOW. WELL-PLAYED. 


1 HAVE SEVERAL 

(OF PREPARED REMARKS, RIFE WITH 

ANECDOTES BOTH HUMOROUS AND 
ENLIGHTENING. 


BETWEEN THE TIME 
WROTE THIS KEYNOTE 
AND THE TIME I WAS SCHEDULED 
TO DELIVER I, EVENTS FAR MORE 
INTERESTING BEGAN TO UNFOLD. 


SAID EVENTS INCLUDE THE VERY RECENT 
DELIVERY OF TELESCOPIC IMAGES 
WHOSE IMPORT TO ALL 
(OUR FIELDS OF STUDY 
‘CANNOT BE 

OVERSTATED. 


RATHER, THEN, THAN STIR 
YOU WITH SOLILOQUIZED ELOQUENCE, 
I SHALL LET THE PICTURES DO THE TALKING, 


umim.. WHAT EXACTLY 
ARE WE LOOKING AT? 


NY KEYNOTE OFF 
TO AN EXPERT, 


TERRIBLY SORRY. 
‘THis AL@UM IS SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE CAPTIONS. 


TO HELP THE PICTURES 
(00 THE TALKING. 


SO SIGNIFICANT ARE 
THESE IMAGES, THAT, AT THE 
VERY LEAST, THEY INVITE OUR 
EXPEDITIONS FORMULATION 

‘OF TESTABLE HYPOTHESES, 


1 KNOW You'Re eAGeRLY ANTICIPATING VI 
YOUR ON! PODIUM HOMENTS TO EXPLAIN YOUR 
SCIENCE TO ONE ANOTHER, BUT WITH SO MANY 

EXPERTS IN ONE PLACE? 


WE'D BE DOING 

DEEP HISTORY A DIRE 
DISSERVICE IF WE DIDN'T 
BREAK INTO GROUPS TO 


BO SOME SCIENCE, 


TO THAT END. 
WE'RE UPDATING 
THE SCHEOULE WITH 
TEAM AND LAB 

ASSIGNMENTS. 


HOW DID I pO? 


YOu DELIVERED 
EXACTLY WHAT 
WE NEEDED. 


EXACTLY WHAT NOW? 


THE KEYNOTE 
JUST RE-WROTE OUR 
‘ENTIRE SCHEDULE. 


OH? I WAS LED TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT THIS CONFERENCE WAS AN 
ELABORATE PRETENSE TO 

GET DEEP HISTORY 

EXPERTS TO SOLVE 

YOUR PROBLEMS 


WHICH THEY'RE NOW DOING. 


816 CHUNK OF BUDGET 
AIR-OROPPING ALL THOSE LABS. 


I DIDN'T REALIZE 

PROFESSOR UPTROBAR 

HAD BEEN READ INTO 
THE MISSION. 


IS THAT CODE 
FOR “YOU WERE NOT 
AUTHORIZED TO READ 
PROFESSOR UPTROBAR 
INTO THE MISSION2* 


I WANT TO SAY “YES /" 
BUT ONLY SO T CAN SEE 
THE LOOKS ON YOUR FACES, 


‘AND IF SO, WOULD 
THAT 8E CODE FOR 
"NOW WE MUST TAKE 

Hit INTO ANOTHER ROOM 

‘AND QUIETLY KILL HIM?" 


HOW MUCH MONEY 
DO WE HAVE? 


00 You HAVE A OUTSTANDING WORK, 
PLAN FOR WRANGLING: 
‘THESE SCIENTISTS INTO A NOW CONVINCE THEM 
PROPER PROJECT TEAM? 


10 STAY. 


7 ity PLAN KINO 
OF ENDED WITH GETTING 
THEM ALL HERE. 


GOT A NOTE FROM 
ONE OF THE MNENGITR 
‘CLAN ENGINEERS, 


BUILDING THE 
‘MULTI-WHEEL IS A SIMPLE 
ENGINEERING PROBLEM, 


BUT BUILDING IT OUT OF 
THESE CONES-ON-A-STRING? 


WHILE PEOPLE ARE STIL 
LIVING IN THEM? 


wa THAT'S 
THE OPPOSITE OF 
SIWPLE. 


COMPLEX ENOUGH ‘THIS 1S WHAT HAPPENS. 
THAT THE ENGINEER USED WHEN ENGINEERS ARE ALLOWED 
FIVE ADDITIONAL SYLLABLES TO DABBLE IN POETRY. FB 
TO EXPRESS THE CONCEPT. 


IT WOULD APPEAR THAT 
MOST OF THE CONCERNS 
HERE ARE SOCIOECONOMIC 
‘OR POLITICAL IN NATURE. 


pcos VW Not to woray. Petey 
prosiens are JI { oosn'r'NeeD euy-IN FROM 
THE WORST. "THE CMIZENS HERE 


WHAT, HE CAN JUST SLAP 
EMINENT DOMAIN ON THE WHOLE CITY? 
LIKE SOME TYRANT ROBBER-BARON? 


I prefer the term 
“Enlightened Daspat.” 


Also, yes. 


T very much like these whealworid 
plans oF yours, Jengisha. 


f Lots of moving parts, but 


I profor that ta something designed 
fo require no maintanance. 


BECAUSE IF IT 
NEEDS NO MAINTENANCE, YOU 
HAVE NO POWER? 


When entropy Finally exposes the tia, 
nobody knows HOW to da maintonance. 


Then everybody dies, and 
entropy wins again. 


“needs no maintananco” 
isa lia. 
~~ /\ 


VOTE FOR PETEY, 
(OR ENTROPY WILL WIN” 


IT'S PROVING 
TO BE THE OPPOSITE 
‘OF “SIMPLE 


How's YOUR project coming 
slang, Kevyn? 


PAC “complex” doesn't hava 


ee 


IT WORKS BETTER 
WHEN YOU ASK US TO 
EXPLAIN THAT BIT, 


Yos, yes. I got 


TM STILL MODELING TSS 
IRINDFRAME ANALOGS, 

TEACHING THE TERAPORT ABOUT 
CONSCIOUSNESS IS PROVING... WELL. 


‘A FUNCTIONING MIND... A LIVING, CONSCIOUS, SAPIENT STHUNK® IS A 
INTELLIGENCE... IT ISN'T DEFINED, AT LEAST NOT SOUND-EFFECT, 
‘COMPLETELY, BY THE HARDWARE, OR WETWARE, SWEETIE 

(OR VAPORWARE, OR WHATEVER IS 

BEING THUNK WITH. 


IT'S AN AGGREGATE WAVE-FORM ky THEN IN THIS CASE IT'S 


WHICH MAY BE EXPRESSED IN ANY MEDIUM CAPABLE OF 


THE SOUND YOUR SOUL MAKES 
‘ANALOGOUS WAVE-PROPAGATION, 


WHEN IT TERAPORTS, 


WAIT... WHEN YOU TALKED 


ABOUT TERAPORTING 
BRAINS, WAS THIS WHAT 


YOU IEANT? 


Yup! I THINK 1 CAN TERAPORT 
‘ALL THE INFORMATION THAT 
MAKES YOU YOU, AND LEAVE 
BEHIND MOST OF THE MASS. 


NOT THAT T'0 
EVER DO THAT. 


T LIKE YOUR 
MASS, 


BUT IF YOU SHOW PETEY 

HOW TO 00 IT, MY MASS WILL GET 

SHUCKED OFF BY THE EMPEROR'S 
EMINENT DOMAIN, 


T vote For “thunk” 
instead of "“shuckad off.’ 


At a heavy cost. The All-star engineers were 
appalled by the results of their “help.” 
It’s why they don’t 
help anymore. 


all the Qafans into storage. 


1 DON'T CARE 
ABOUT SOMEBODY ELSE. 


‘ME HOW, EXACTLY? 
1 CARE ABOUT YOU. 


YOU LOOK FURIOUS. 


Tafa did the same thing, Forcing 


Destroying his mind, 


of last resort. I won't use 
it to destroy anything. 


YOU CAN'T BUILO 
‘A WEAPON AND NOT BE 
CHANGED BY IT, 


LT'VE BUILT WEAPONS 
BEFORE, THIS DOESN'T 
‘CHANGE ANYTHING. 


HOW MUCH DO YOU 
THINK HE WILL CHANGE? 


HE'S YOU. HE WON'T DIVERSE FAR 


NOT UNLESS YOU'RE HARBORING 
SECRET AMBITIONS THAT THE VIRTUAL 
REALM FINALLY LETS YOU REALIZE, 


THAT LOOKS REALLY 
6000 ON YOU, KAFF, 


MEANWHILE 


Les ASK THURL 
ABOUT GUITAR LESSONS, 


Hallo, Captain. Tm confident that THIS is the AS STARSHIPS It's round because i's 
T have new imagary vessel with which the Hrathi O, IT LOOKS so massive it can ONLU bo 
communicated. round. That's tha opposite 
OF boring. 


ealans* 


THIS IMAGE 1S LIKE A MILLION ‘A QUARTER TRILLION KILOMETERS IS HE BOASTING ABOUT 
YEARS OLD, RIGHT? IS "PRETTY CLOsee* HIS EFFECTIVE RANGE, OR 
THE SIZE OF HIS LAWN? 


I've doployed my Final Tve Fired warning 
‘wave of hypernade sensors, and shots at intruders Farthar 
they're profty close to the tergat. 


Tim not sure you appreciate the 
significance of what I 
accomplished hare. 


Using vector data which was 

Fifty-Four million years out of date, T 
placed sensors within gleven fight days 
of a target uo million fight years away. 


PETEY, YOU DID WHAT YOu 
SAID YOU'D OO. WE ALL PRETTY MUCH 
EXPECTED YOU TO DELIVER 


BESIDES, 
YOU WERE WALKING 
YOUR SHOTS, 


Did I montion 
that the vector data was 
written in crayon? 


WELL... THE WORLDFLEETS ARE 
PRETTY EXCITING, BUT THIS SHIP. 


THIS 1S THE ONE WE KNOW 
HOW TO TALK TO. 


IT'S ALSO THE ONE 
EVERYBODY SIGNED UP TO UIST. 


PETEY, GO AHEAD AND 
TERAPORT US TO WITHIN COMMS RANGE, 
AND MATCH THEIR VELOCITY. 


T will, but bo advised: 
Most people consider that distance 
“weapon range,” too. 


The fight From my sensor 
arrivals won't raach the targa 


For another olaven days. i 


UNLESS THEY HAVE A GOOD 
SENSOR CLOUD. 


I WANT TO BE ABLE 
TO SAY *HELLO" BEFORE 

‘THEY FINISH WARKING 
UP THEIR GUNS. 


THE SENSOR CLOU? DETECTED 
SOME TERAPORT ARRIVALS. WHO COULD BE SENDING. 
THINGS THIS FAR FROM THE 1SC? 


WAVE NO IEA, 
WARM UP THE GUNS, 


LET’s PLay 


Msi sometine ELSE now. 
hax) T HAVE AN IDEA FOR A GAME 
are | y CALLED “STAY AWAY FROM 


VOLCANOES.” 


WRAP UP THE TRAINING. 

WE'RE ABOUT TO JUMP THO 

MILLION LIGHT YEARS INTO 
THE UNKNOWN, 


CAPTAIN, CECIL 
MAY HAVE FIGURED 
OUT WHY GALACTIC 
CIVILIZATIONS 
VANISH. 


THEY LEAVE THE 
GALAXY, DION'T WE ALREADY 
FIGURE THAT OUT? 


PERSON, NOT A 
LANDSCAPE. 


2'M SORRY, CECIL. 2 I DIDNT 
HONESTLY, 1 THOUGHT REALIZE YOU WERE 
YOUR NAME WAS ‘A PERSON, 
“THE GIANT” 


ITS OKAY, CAPTAIN. GETTING 

A PERSON'S NAME WRONG IS A 

COMMON SOCIAL MISSTEP, SORT 
OF A MICRO-AGGRESSION. 


THAT IS LESS COMMON, 
AND MUCH LESS MICRO. 


SO, CECIL... YOUVE 
FIGURED OUT WHY 
GALACTIC CIVILIZATIONS 
DISAPPEAR? 


THEY WANT. 
TO STAY AWAY FROM 
VOLCANOES. 


y, CAPTAIN 
{ TAGON SAID t AM 
BRILLIANT. 


He woudh't tell me. He 
said he'd wasted! enough time 


Professor Uptrobar explaining “exo-galactic.” 
‘says he's Figured out what the { 
exo-galactics are running From. « @ = 
& oR 


va 


YOU PRONOUNCED 
BY IT PERFECTLY, SO IT WASN'T 
‘A WASTE OF TIME. 


BUT THE MOST DANGEROUS THING 
ABOUT OUR GALAXY IS THAT IT GIVES 
RISE TO INTELLIGENT LIFE. 


90 YOU UNDERSTAND 
WHAT THIS MEANS? 


The exogalactics 
are running away 
From US? 


But | 
might be 
Frienaly. 


THEY'RE RUNNING 
AWAY FROM THE 
POSSIBILITY OF Us. 


"| NEAR THE GALACTIC CORE. = 


‘THIS OBJECT IS THE SIZE OF A MODESTLY PROPORTIONED HYPERGIANT STAR. 


B] THE WORDS "MODESTLY PROPORTIONED* MAY SEEM 
INCONGRUOUS WITH THE WORD "HYPERSTANT.” BUT A 
BME THREE-HUNDRED AND SEVENTY MILLION KILOMETER 


DIAMETER 15 QUITE MODEST FOR HYPERGIANT STARS. 


‘THES OBJECT 15 NOT MODESTLY 


NOTA HYPERGIANT, NOR IS IT 
‘ANY OTHER KIND OF STAR. 


LIT IS A KNOT OF UNIFIELD ENERGY, A BARELY-CONTAINED 
« PRIMORDIAL SOUP OF STUFF NOT FOUND IN OUR UNIVERSE 
‘SINCE THE EARLIEST NANO-MOMENTS OF THE BI BANE. 


TT EXISTS TO SWIFTLY DELIVER POWER FAR IN EXCESS 
‘OF THAT WHICH CAN BE SWIFTLY GENERATED. 
. ‘ {IF THAT SOUNDS LIKE AN OBFUSCATORY DESCRIPTION OF A BOMB, 

o . WELL, OKAY... SWIFT DELIVERY OF POWER TS A THING BOMBS DO, 


er--= = . > a 
4 . . . 


THAT |S PROBABLE? 


THEY'VE HARNESSED THE 
POWER OF THE GALACTIC 
CORE, AND WILL SHORTLY BE 
VISITING TO ASK ABOUT 
THEIR RELATIVES, 


a 
MEANWHILE, TWO MILLION LIGHT YEARS AWAY, 
IN AN OBJECT ROUGHLY THE SIZE OF JUPITER.. 


THE STRATEGIC 
SIMULATION TEAM'S 
REPORT IS HERE. 


THANK YOU. 
CAN YOU TELL Us 
WHATS COMING? 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO SEE THE MATH? 


THE MOST PROBABLE SCENARIO IS THAT 
INTELLIGENT LIFE HAS EVOLVED ON THE PLANET 
FROM WHICH WE RESCUED THE FEATHER-FOLK. 


| 
BACK AT THE LAUNCH SITE FOR THE ULTRA-LONG-RANGE TERAPORT. 


What do those 
look like? 


You mean when I 
ha longer have the power to 
swat Ba'anuri incursions? 


Dunno. I’ve been 
swatting thom before I 
hava to Find aut. 


What happens 
after you drain that 
capacitor? 


NOW TERAPORTING: THE EXO-GALACTIC VESSEL. 
20 YOU NEED 

A MOMENT TO COME UP 

WITH SOMETHING TO HAVE 

ALREADY WRITTEN DOWN? 


IT's NOT 
WE'RE DEPLOYING WITHOUT BAD LUCK BECAUSE 1 
HAVING NAMED OUR SHIP. ‘ALREADY NAMED IT, 


AT THIS 


ALL HIS SHIPS GET "P-WORD SAYS WE MAY ACTUALLY BE PURSUING 
PURSUING WHY WOULD YOU. O-WORD" NAMES. DINOSAURS, $0... YOU KNOW. 


PURSUING 
DINOSAURS. 


YM TeRaiaLe NAMING ) PETEY BUILT THIS SHIP, AND AND THE DEEP HISTORY TEAM 


DINOSAURS? 


TERAPORT COMPLETE: 
THE EXOGALACTIC VESSEL 
PURSUING DINOSAURS. 


Holla, Admiral Daveraaux. 


I apologize For popping in 
unaxpactadly. 


3ACK.IN THE MILKY WAY, ABOARD THE 


UNS, BATTLEPLATE SHOEMAKER-LEVY. 


I can't beep the 
Pafanuri gut oF our 
Galaxy anymore. 


IPs time to go to war, 


THAT'S NOT 
SOMETHING YOU 
USUALLY APOLOGIZE 
FOR, PETEY. WHAT'S 

THE MATTER? 


THAT 15 THE SORT OF THING 
YOU SHOULD APOLOGIZE FOR 


Yes. Plaase 
mobilize quickly, or wo'tl 
FLL be very sorry. 


WEVE LEARNED HOW TO FIGHT THE 
PAIANURI. THE LESSON WAS EXPENSIVE, 
BUT WE'RE QUITE GOOD AT IT NOW. 


816-816. 
LIKE... PLANET-SIZED, 


BUT. PA'ANUR) 
ARE SO B16. 


Tho Pa'anuri feared 
From those Fights as woll. 


A 
= 

T hope you're ready For uot 

i | f<\. another expensive education. 


They have warships now. 


THE ICE GIANT UROTHT, THREE BILLION KILOMETERS FROM OTHLIN, THE UNIOC HOMEWORLD. 


=. Urothi 


Sullitath 


° Xuvoth Thiv 


7 be > Othlin (Oth Homeworld) 
h , Aabuvo 
a “4 af LA 


BESIDES THE STAR XUVOTH, UROTHE IS THE LARGI SCT IN THE XUVOTH SYSTEM, 


o . TEL NOW, THAT I: 


SENSORS JUST 
DID SOMETHING REALLY WEIRD. 


CALL LT. FOR ME. I’ GOING TO 
‘GO LOOK OUT A WINDOW, 


s 


ey 4 e . 


COMMS! BEGIN 
LIVE-STREAMING 
EVERYTHING TO 

THE INNER SYSTEM 


NO ENCRYPTION, 
BROADCAST IT. 


SENSORS, TELEMETRY, 
TACTICAL SCANS, COMMS. 


We MUST ENSURE THAT 
SOMEBODY OUT THERE WILL 
LEARN FROM OUR MISTAKES. 


ARE WE ABOUT TO PICK A 
FIGHT WITH SOMETHING THAT 
(CAN THROW PLANETS? 


DON'T BE RIDICULOUS. 


THE ONES THROWING PLANETS 
PICKED THIS FIGHT. 


TT WOULD 8E NICE IF THERE'D BEEN A 


fone oF ex Nase ore ating ‘LESS EXPENSIVE WAY TO LEARN THAT. 


through. The enemy has a wide 
array of point defenses. 


KEEP STREAMING. 
OUR NEXT TASK IS TO 
SHOW EVERYONE WHAT THAT 
MONSTROSITY USES TO KILL US. 


NOW WE KNOW THEY DON'T 
WANT TO BE HIT BY MISSILES, AND 
WE GOT TO SEE THEIR POINT DEFENSES. 


response. 


Multiple launches detectod. Tt would 
appear wa have successfully 
pravaohod @ hostile 


(OH, OKAY... EVASIVE 
ACTION, FENG. LET'S 

SEE HOW LONG 
WE LWE, 


May I employ our point 
defenses? 


Bh SAYING GOODBYE ABOARD THE SLARUTETH FENG." 
: SONEONE WITH FAR KORE FiREPOWER ALL WE GAN 00 15 


our eveny means LI THAN WE HAVE MIGHT GE ABLE TO STOP SEND THEM OUR DATA, AND 
TO THROW AN ICE GiANT THAT FROM HAPPENING. HOPE THEY ARRIVE INTIME 
| FOR US NOT TO HAVE 


‘AT OUR HOMEHORO. 
« sais DIED IN VAIN. 


Or not to 
have died 
at all 


Well. not yot 
anyuay. This promises 
to be messy. 


EVE, THE PAVANURI WARSHIP LOOKS LIKE AN EMPTY, 
D FRAME A PLANET 


NO INSTRUMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO SEE THE DAMAGE IT WREAKS AS $ ° 
ITS INVISIBLE MASS PULLS THE ICE GIANT UROTHE FROM HER ORBIT. AES TRIVESUILE MASSES ALVIN ERITETT SGWPRISED| 


> ENTIRELY OF DARK MATTER, WHICH INTERACTS WITH 
VISIBLE MATTER ONLY THROUGH GRAVITY. ° 


DARK MATTER INTERACTS WITH ITSELF 
VIA MORE THAN JUST GRAVITY, HOWEVER, 
ALLOWING IT TO ASSUME SHAPES FAR 


% Leper ‘ MORE INTERESTING THAN MERE SPHERES, 
. ‘ "| SEEING THESE SHAPES REQUIRES A SUITE | 
ae (OF VERY SENSITIVE INSTRUMENTS, AND 
‘ RO j COMPLEX RENDERING OF THETR DATA. 
e 7 mWis “+ * 


ike my Kinet 


SERGEANT, 00 YOU SEE 
THAT WEIRD GALL THING? 
I'S ALMOST THE SIZE 
(OF JupITeR. 


AND THAT EGG-SHAPED smeARe 
THAT'S AN ICE GIANT, PULLED FROM 
ITS ORBIT AND STRETCHED, UNTIL IT. 


A maser will make ) 


TURN 
IT INTO A 
STAR? 


I don't care how big their spaceship is. Not 
Tm not gonna sit here and leb them planning 


explode other people's planets, 


YOU CAN'T FIGHT 
THEM WITH A PLASMA 
CANNON, SERGEANT, 


The plasma cannon is 
For Fighting whoever 
sent Chem. 


captain Tagon, if we MAXI 2 SAYS “A SERGEANT AT LEAST I THINK HAVE T 
wart to save the galaxy, J} IN ROTION OUTRANKS A 100, MISSED SOMETHING 
we need to be in LIEUTENANT WHO OOESN'T IMPORTANT? 
‘Andromeda, KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON." 


mayee: 
EDI “RANK IS A FUNCTION OF 
FIREPOWER" 


waves sve ceoare | (NY ooener narree me 
cae Cao 


DOESN'T LIKE WEAPONS, ISN'T A WEAPON 


aes re 
7 DON'T UNDERSTAND, 
JENOIHA 18 A SOLDIER, 


HOW CAN SHE BE SO TOUCHY THAT'S NOT For it is bast translated h, he has. He thaught ho'd 
ABOUT WEAPON RESEARCH? Pmt 4 THING, IS IT a5 “soulgig.” invanted the “hooky-spear, 


The Daan word 


JUMPSTAR PRIME, FOXWORTHY RESIDENCE. 
1 WITHOUT TESTING? Iva almast solved that. You'll bo 


CAN WE GET A TAC FEED ON 4 f PETEY, THE WORM- |) pleased to hear that The Mark TIT 
THIS THING? THE NEWS NEVER STREAM IS NOT Teragun is tearing the enemy up 
SHOWS WHAT'S GOING ON. beautiFully, and it hardly 


‘aver expladas, 


Nig 

NOMING We Gan 00. T copied your research 
YOUR TERAGUN INT even} last wook, and jumpod 
be PROTOTPED YET. straight into production, 


That's not entirely true. 


XUVOTH SYSTEM. 


SHOKING HULLNUTS, PETEY! 
I JUST LOST ANOTHER GUN STATION TO 
WORMSTREAM BLOWBACK. 


The Mark IU is already in 
production. Ule'l have time ta fost 
it aPtor this Fight is over. 


THE FIGHT DOES 
APPERR TO BE OVER. 


THE PRIANURIIS 
LOSING COHESION, AND BESINIVING 
TO DIFFUSE. 


Losing cohesion... if that’s what happens CORRECT. PND UROTHI IS MOT SO THAT 
when this Ba'anuri dies, then the dark MASSIVE ENOUGH TO SUSTAIN NEW STAR WILL 
matter knot it used to stert carbon FUSION ON ITS DWN, ‘GO OUT? 


Fusion within Urothi will unravel 


TACTICAL NOTE: 


‘OuR ENEMY CREATES 
STARS TO USE AS DEAD- 
NAN'S SWITCHES. 


WHEN TWO WHITE DWARF STARS COLLIDE, HEAVY 
ELEMENT FUSION BEGINS, BUT THE MASS OF THE NEW 
BODY IS INSUFFICIENT TO CONTAIN THE PROCESS 


THE RESULT IS A TYPE Ta SUPERNOVA. 


‘THESE EVENTS SEED THE STELLAR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH INTERESTING 


ELEMENTS, WHICH IN TURN SERVE AS THE FOUNDATION FOR EVEN MORE 
INTERESTING CHEMICAL REACTIONS, LIKE, FOR INSTANCE, ORGANIC LIFE, 


‘THAT EXPANDING SHELL OF GAS IS HOT, AND MOVING VERY FAST. ANY 
‘ORGANIC LIFE ALREADY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD IS IN FOR A ROUGH TIME, 


ROUGH TIMES LIKE THESE ARE THE UNIVERSE'S 
WAY OF SAYING “HELLO LIFEIIT'S TIME TO DO 
THAT THING WHERE YOU FIND A WAY." 


HALE A 
TRILLION PEOPLE ARE 
IN THE PATH OF THIS 

PSEUIDONOVA. 


WE MUST FIND 
‘A WAY TO SHIELD THEM, 
‘OR RESCUE THEM. 


I'm on fine with the 
rolavant authorities, but taraport 
donial is nat something they can simply switch 
Off, Thora are too many saFoguards in place. 


CAN YOU TELL US INHERE THE 
TERAPORT ENIAL SYSTEMS: 
ARE LOCATED? 


it will require 
‘some hacking, but 
T can, yos. 


PLEASE BE PRECISE. 
WWE ARE VERY CONSERVATIVE 
ABOUT OUR FIRING SOLUTIONS. 


HOLD ON... ARE WE REALLY IN SUCH A HURRY Orbits are degrading, and These people 
THAT IT MAKES SENSE TO FIRE ON there is still a planat-sizad watch tha news, Admiral. 
TERAPORT DENIAL FACILITIES? 


warship ta contend with, Via hypernet. 


WE HAVE AT Least 

FOUR HOURS BEFORE THE THOSE ARE 
LIGHT REACHES POPULATED SLOW-ROVING 
AREAS, AND ALMOST FIFTY HOURS PROBLEMS, 
BEFORE THE PARTICLE FRONT ARRIVES. 


PANIC MOVES 
AT THE SPEED OF 
ra) INFORMATION. 


=| 
‘AS ONE, MILLIONS OF OAFAN LONG GUNS TAKE PRECISION 
‘SHOTS AT EVERY TERAPORT DENIAL SYSTEM IN XUVOTH. 


Rs 


I TOLD YOU NOT 70 PILE 
OILY RAGS IN HERE. NOW LOOK 
WHAT YOU'VE DONE. 


EVEN 4 FEW FORGOTTEN 
Ny SPARES BURTED IN 
EQUIPMENT CLOSETS, 


(OTHLIN, A PLANET OF THREE HUNDRED BILLION, LIES 
IN THE BLAST RADIUS OF AN ARTIFICTAL SUPERNOVA 


RESCUE IS COMING VIA A NEW (AND 
YET VERY OLD) FORM OF TERAPORT. 


THE PHRASE “ALL IS NOT LOST" SHOULD LEAD YOU 
TO EXPECT SOME VERY UNPLEASANT LOSSES, 


Fhe machinery oF civilization continues ta 


WE intolligence has Flo 


IF we can save this planet Fram 
destruction, its people may want 
to come back. I'm powering 
everything down cloanly. 


WHEN TRER USE THE SOULGIG ON LS, 
HE CUT OFF ALL CONTACT 
VERY QUICKLY! 


THAT IS NOT 
WHAT HURTS, 


WHEN TRFR LOOKED OWN ON 
HIS SER OF CORPSES, HE ONLY 
HAG HIMSELF TO TALK 70. 


AND HE REFUSED 70 
SHOW US THE LIFELESS 
FORMS WE LEFT 
BEHIND, 


Well, now you 
have soma idea what 
that looked like. 


Tt can be uncomFortabla to Find 
you have sympathy For the dovil. 


You shunned Tafa For doing the same thing you T expected I'd have 50 INSTERO OF SHAME, 

just holpad me do. The shame of what you and to do something truly PORE Fee MLE ROUT. 

T wrought now compounds the guilt and torribla someday. SEN: RIEHT 

ragrot For the grudge you carriod, T grigvad 
in advance. 


YOU SEEM 
TOBE TAKING THIS P| Cold comort, but it 
PRETTY WELL. 5 never really gets old. 


I teraportad everyone's 
minds into the Eina-AFa 
nindFrama bank. 


No-one died, but many of 
thom are disoriented. 


Adniral, Foods 
From Oth are disturbing. 


Potoy's teraport had ONE visible 


Many of US 
effect Everyone dropped dead. 


are disoriented. 


I's nat just the LE the ontira Xuvath 
planat, Fidmiral, Aleat has gone 
silant. 


PETEY, THAT FLEET WOULD Some of them would have 
HAVE HELPED IN THIS FIGHT. THIS bagun daFanding it From ma. 
1S THEIR SYSTEM. THEY HAVE A 
RIGHT TO DEFEND IT. 


SOMEBODY 
‘SHOULD. 


Admiral, you said yourself that the psoudanova 
and the Pa‘anuri are “slow-maving problems.” 


Lot's mave Fast, 
and solve them. 


Thon I can put 


everyone back. 


TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND 
GALACTIC SOVEREIGNTIES 
WILL DEMAND AUDIENCE 
WITH YOU WHEN ALL 
THIS 15 OVER 


The League of Galactics had 
assemblias on Othlin, T'l mako 
‘sure to put those back, too. 


WATCHING THE NEWS 
IN PARNASSUS DOM, FOR WHAT? NOT 
STOPPING ME FROM 
texto TEACHING PETEY HOW 


TO SUCK ALL LIFE 
TELL ME YOU WERE oi 
one FROM A PLANET: 


ne 


TO SAY T'm SORRY. 


(OH, SWEETIE, 


THIS ISN'T THE “I'm SORRY" 
“I APOLOGIZE" 


THIS 1S “I'M SAD THAT 
YOU'RE MISERABLE” 


TID BE LESS MISERABLE 
IE YOU'D. HURRY UP AND 
SAY “I TOLD YOU SO. 


ANO IT IS YOUR FAMLT, DUST 
LIKE I SAO If WOULD BE. 


What you ACTUALLY 
said was that these things 
were ingvitable. 


Petey’s right. 
In your predictions, 
you never specifically 
Pointed a pseudopod 
at him. 


“once you 
know, you go.” 


The "you" could 
have meant anyone. 


WELL... IF I DION'T BLAME PETEY OUT LOUO T's 
ONLY BECAUSE I WAS SO AGITATED I FORGOT TO 
MENTION THAT IT WOHLO DEFIUTELY BE HIS FAULT. 


Let's agree 
that it was. 


Does that make you 
feel better, Archie? 


YEAH. I'M FINE NOW. 


a4 


Lot's discs 
how we might : 


THE GREAT WHEEL GRINOS 
WS ALL WITH NO BACKSIES/ 


The Pavanuri long gun, the core generators. 
these haven't happened before. That's why 
our probability matrices cannot 

effectively advise us. 


NOT WORSE. JUST 
MORE URGENT. 


Is time to sond @ Flot to 
Findromada. The Pa’anuri throat is 
worse than any threat we pose to ourselves. 


T guess if we want any chance to 
destroy ourselves, wo need to 
destroy the Pa’anuri First. 


The taraport capacitar is charging, and 
my Floot is ready, but once T launch, 
T won't bo able ta prevent the 
Bevanuri From sending mare 

warships our way. 


Perhaps you could send 
smaller fleet. Depend on stealth 
rather than brute force. 


Fnuthing small onough to 
escape Pa'anuri notice will bo 
too small to be ofFoctive. 


THE MERCENARIES ARE 
EFFECTIVELY SMALL/ 


Fichio, loud is not 
the same as helpful. 


MEANWHILE, AT THE MILKY WAY CORE GENERATOR. 


4 THE PaANURE HAVE THE TARGETING SOLUTION THEY WANT, AND HAVE 
SPENT WEEKS CHARCINE THEIRLONE GUN TO ENSURE A KILLING SHOT. 


~ THEN AGAIN, OVER THE LONG TERM THIS MIGHT KILL EVERYONE. 


Petey, if we don’t send 
something to fight the 
Pa'anuri right now 
we may never get 
another chance. 


Uh-oh... T just The teraport 
lost power. capacitor... Zs it 
charged? 


TILL TALK TO PETEY 
ABOUT DEPLOYING TO 
‘ANDROMEDA. 


1 DOUBT HE'LL WANT 

OuR HELP, BUT MAYBE 

THERE'S SOME SHALL 
THING WE CAN. 


I don't know, V 
bu | bet I'm 
gonna like i. 


‘THE MERCENARY WARSHIP CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY.. 


Hallo, Captain. 


NOW DEPLOYING TO ANDROMEDA ON A MISSION TO SAVE THE MILKY WAY. 


Urgent mission From Botou. 


INA BOOK WITH MULTIPLE PROLOGUES, 
THIS WOULD MAKE A FINE EPILOGUE, 
EB sur THrs Book is parr oF A serrés, sonsten i — 
(OF AN EPILOGUE, WE GET A CLIFFHANGER 


PEOPLE LOVE THOSE, 


1 PREFER TO 

BE OFFERED URGENT 

MISSIONS, T LIKE TO BE 
‘ABLE TO CHOOSE. 


Well, how do you Fea! about 
intergalactic missions? 


EPILOGUE: DEEP IN THE INTERGALACTIC VOID. 
SO THEY'LL 
Tuey DIE IF WE DON'T 


HAVE NO WAY 
Ne ‘BRING THEM IN, 


SO THEYLL 
IE IF WE DON'T 
BRING THEM IN. 


THEIR ANNIE PLANT 
PACKS ENOUGH POWER TO RUN 
THEIR MINDFRAMES FOR A FEW 

MILLION YEARS, O IF EVERYONE 

15 PATIENT, YES, 


THE END, 


You've reached the end of A Function of Firepower, 
Schlock Mercenary Book 19, but you have not yet 
reached the end of Schlock’ Mercenary. 


The final book, Sergeant In Motion, Schlock Mercenary 
Book 20, begins with the very next strip. And with a bang... 


